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FROM THEPRESIDENT
Colleges that promote character are needed more than ever today
David B. Burks, President

Today's leaders of
colleges and
universities need to
understand that
value-free education
is an education
without reason.

On the cover.
"The heart has very
broad significance, "
according to Dr. David
Smith, who has found
that his service is best
enabled by his profession.
To learn more about this
cardiologist's views on
matters of the heart, turn
to page 12. (Illustration
by Russell Thurston)
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headlines and articles in national publications have echoed what those of us
. at Harding have been saying for a decade -- colleges that promote character are needed now more
than ever before.
More and more often individuals making the choice
for higher education are moving against the grain of
widely accepted educational philosophy in America to
choose a values-centered educational experience.
The Chronicle ofHigher Education, the nation's
most widely read weekly newspaper, reported in a
March issue, "Students, many from home schooling or
church-run schools, want to avoid the life styles found
in secular institutions ... Christian colleges, where the
belief that the Bible is inerrant is woven into academic
and social programs, are becoming increasingly popular. Enrollments have surged in the last decade, dramatically outpacing the average increase at secular institutions."
This popularity is causing many to take a serious
look at the environment on the majority of American
college campuses today. John Leo, columnist for U.S.
News and World Report, in an April 19 opinion piece
critiqued that environment.
"The American campus is very different from what
it was 15 to 20 years ago-- heavily politicized, doctrinaire, obsessed with race and gender, contemptuous of
all things white and Western. Do the fresh faced students and their parents have any inkling of what they
are getting into? Or are they chiefly interested in colleges as brand-name credentialing machines that happen to teach a few courses on the side?
"The college guides don't mention it, and it never
comes up at 'information sessions,' but the intellectual
climate of meaninglessness and breakdown pervades
our colleges. I recently heard from an old friend, a professor, who wrote that he is surrounded by a new crop
of young professors who are total nihilists: 'They don't
believe in anything at all.' This in the philosophy department of a fairly well known Catholic college, no
less."
Today's leaders of colleges and universities need to
understand that value-free education is an education
without reason. Religious values that provide direction
have been replaced by relativism, diversity, political
correctness and a lack of moral standards. Many parents and students still want an education in which the
core values of the institution give clarity and consistency to all college activities. And they have a hard
time finding it.
N RECENT MONTHS

An editorial in the April issue of Christianity Today
succinctly, and yet very pointedly, outlines the role of
the Christian college campus amid today's disintegrating value system. "The rapid growth at Christian
schools comes at a time when higher education on the
whole is preoccupied with bruising battles over ideology and the personal tragedies of wayward students.
Accounts of student suicide, binge drinking, drug-connected homicide, rape and assault are all too familiar
each fall as 12 million students at colleges and universities embark on a new school year.
"Rules, standards of conduct, and statements of belief have a legitimate place in campus life. But Christian colleges may find that their gatekeeping function of
carefully determining who is admitted as a student and
who is allowed to teach gives them better ability to create a distinctive academic environment that is physically safe, morally sound, as well as academically challenging.
"Many leaders in Christian higher education emphasize that the integration of faith and learning is one
of their highest purposes. This integration of faith and
learning entails more than opening class with prayer or
compulsory chapel attendance. It starts first with a
concern for the whole student -- mind, body and
spirit. And it is inculcated throughout the curriculum
of most Christian colleges-- the humanities, natural
science, social science and professional programs -even in extracurricular activities such as sports.
"The world of higher education may resent, envy or
admire the rapid growth of enrollments at Christian
colleges. Christian higher education, fortunately, is not
obsessed with approval from its peers, but it is focused
on introducing students to God's purposes through
shared sacrifice to the common cause of Christ."
Colleges that promote character -- a distinct minority-- answer an urgent need for a world that, perhaps unknowingly, seeks real answers to real questions.
A university such as Harding that chooses to integrate
faith in God into the learning and living process is the
one that can provide these answers. But in doing so, it
goes against the grain of educational philosophy in
America today.
I am proud that for 75 years Harding has been a
national leader in promoting a values-centered educational experience for her students. This is our heritage,
and it will continue to be our mission. !HI
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ARouND CAMPUS
Cox earns
doctoral degree
Monte Cox, assistant
professor of Bible, successfully defended his
dissertation March 10 at
Trinity International University in Deerfield, Ill.,
and received his doctoral
degree in intercultural
studies. His dissertation
was titled '"Euthanasia
of Mission' or 'Partnership?' An Evaluative
Study of the Policy of
Disengagement of
Church of Christ Missionaries in Rural Kenya."

1999 Petit jean
dedicated to
Morgan
Dr. jan Morgan, associate professor of education, was honored April
29 with the 1999 Petit
jean yearbook dedication. The recognition is
made based upon
voting by members of
the senior class.

james speaks at
national broadcast
association meeting

Morgan takes second
award; four chosen
outstanding teachers

Huffard named dean
and executive director
of Graduate School

DR. JAN MORGAN CLAlMED HER

DR. EVERTT W. HUFFARD, PROFESSOR

second Distinguished Teacher
Award April 30 at the faculty and
staff dinner dedicated to ''A Celebration of Service."
Dr. Ross Cochran, Dr. Monte
Cox and Karen Crabb joined Morgan in receiving a framed certificate
and a $2,000 check for their distinguishing work in the classroom.
Morgan is associate professor of
education and director of middle
level and special education in the
School of Education. She has been
on the faculty since 1988 and won
her first DTA in 1994. A 1969
alumna, Morgan earned her master's from Ouachita Baptist University and her doctorate in education
from the University of Memphis.
Cochran, associate professor of
Bible, received his master's degree
from Harding University Graduate
School of Religion and his doctorate from Boston College. He served
as a missionary in Ireland and as a
minister for the Holmes Road
Church of Christ in Memphis,

of rnissiology and church growth at
the Graduate School of Religion,
was named dean and executive director of the school by President
r .?.r-- . . .--David Burks
April26.
I
•
Huffard, a
I ,
';I
member of
the faculty
since 1987,
succeeds Dr.
.
Bill Flatt,
who anI I
.
nounced his
retirement from the position earlier
this year. Huffard assumed his new
responsibilities June 1.
"I am certainly pleased that
Evertt has accepted this leadership
role. He is committed to the graduate education program on our
Memphis campus," said Burks.
"''m looking forward to his leadership in this very important part of
our program."
Huffard has directed the school's
doctor of ministry program since
1988. In addition to his teaching
responsibilities, he serves as associate minister of the White Station
Church of Christ in Memphis.
A 1971 alumnus, Huffard earned
the master of arts and the master of
theology degrees from the Graduate
School of Religion in 1972 and
1976, respectively. He obtained his
doctoral degree from Fuller Theological Seminary in 1985.

Dr. Mike james, chair
of the department of
communication, presented a paper titled
"Lessons from the
Bleeding Edge: Strategies for Building the
Digital Infrastructure" at
the Broadcast Education
Association's national
convention April 16-19
in Las Vegas.

Editors of student
publications chosen
Elizabeth Smith and
Sonya Sawyer have
been chosen to serve as
editors for next year's
school newspaper and
yearbook, respectively.
Smith, a senior print
journalism major from
Pueblo, Colo., previously worked on the
Bison as a writer before
being named editor.
Sawyer, a junior English
major from Fairfield,
Calif., will edit the 2000
Petit jean.
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Tenn., before joining the faculty in
1986. Cochran works closely with
vocational ministry students.
Cox, an assistant professor of
Bible, is also director of the Mission Prepare Program. He graduated from Harding in 1981 and
worked as a missionary in Kenya
until1988, when he first joined the
faculty. Cox holds a master's degree
from Harding University Graduate
School of Religion and a doctorate
from Trinity International University.
Crabb is an assistant professor of
communication. Her classes deal
with communication disorders, and

.r:~··

she helps oversee the Speech Pathology Clinic on campus. A 1986
alumna, Crabb received a master's
degree from the University ofTennessee in Knoxville. Before returning as faculty, she worked for the
National Health Corporation and
at St. Francis Hospital in Memphis,
Tenn.
The Distinguished Teacher
Award originated in 1967 as a way
for colleagues and students to reward those teachers who do exemplary work. Decisions are made by
President David Burks and the vice
presidents, after reviewing colleague and student evaluations.

'

Carson selectedfirst female assistant vice president and dean ofstudents
MOVING FROM FACULTY TO ADMINISTRATION, DR.

Delores Carson is the first woman appointed to a
vice president's position in the University's history.
Carson, currently an associate professor of education and associate dean of the
School of Education, assumes
the position of assistant vice
president and dean of students Aug. 1.
Carson replaces Butch
Gardner, who announced his
resignation from the position
in April. Gardner will serve as
director of minority student
services while pursuing his doctorate at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
"Dee has been very effective and extremely successful with students in a classroom setting," said
Dr. Jim Carr, executive vice president. "I have no
doubt she will be outstandingly successful as she
works to create relationships with our student body
while serving them as dean."

As assistant vice president of student services,
Carson will work with the assistant deans of students and will manage residence hall directors, the
health center and the office of residence life.
Carson joined the faculty in 1994 and has served
the School of Education as director of graduate
studies and as associate dean. She has also served as
director of the Freshman Year Experience, a program that seeks to increase student retention by
providing freshmen with a smooth transition to college life.
Popular with the student body, Carson was honored by the senior class in 1997 when they selected
her as the recipient of the Petit jean yearbook dedication.
Before corning to Harding, she was the administrator at Union Park Elementary School in Orlando, Fla. She has also taught or been an administrator for schools in Georgia and Alabama. Carson
received her master's degree from the University of
Georgia in 1976 and her doctorate from the University of Alabama in 1994.

Fall Lectureship aims
for "Understanding
the Times"
.'

DRAWING ON THE WISDOM OF

Israel's army, the 1999 Fall Lectureship bears the theme, "Understanding the Times."
I Chronicles 12:32 sets the tone
for the series of lectures beginning
Sept. 26, and like Issachar's children, speakers will "try to make
some kind of sense out of the times
we live in," according to Dr.

Howard Norton, executive director
of the Institute for Church and
Family. Keynoters Kent Allen,
Monte Cox, Steve Flatt, Randy
Harris, Prentice Meador, Robert
Oglesby and Harold Redd will then
answer the resounding question
concerning what we should do in
light of our culture, Norton said.
The keynote lectures will encourage those who seek to understand and change current trends regarding everything from values to
authority to the family.
About 30 Lectureship classes
will be held over the three days, including special classes for women
and the Spanish-speaking community. Two classes each day will feature student lecturers, and the Bible
faculty will host an open forum
each afternoon.
A special Department of Music
Faculty Recital will ring in the Lectureship Sunday evening at 8:45.
For more Lectureship information, contact the Institute for
Church and Family, Harding University, Box 12280, Searcy, AR
72149-0001; call (501) 279-4660;
or e-mail icfr@harding.edu.

Record number of
freshmen admitted
THE FRESHMAN CLASS OF 1999 IS

setting records before it even arrives
on campus.
The Admissions Services Office
has accepted 1,051 students for enrollment in the fall semester, the
largest number in the University's
history.
According to Dr. Jim Carr, executive vice president, the class will
also be better prepared academically than any class on record.
The Class of 2000 promises to
do some record-breaking of its
own, as the Admissions Services
staff is already processing applications for the fall 2000 semester.
Carr encourages high school seniors to send in their applications
as soon as possible to secure their
place.
To request more information or
to receive application materials, call
1-800-477-4407.

Grad School of Religion
honors Stephens with
alumni award
DR. ROBERT W. STEPHENS JR.,

president of Ohio Valley College,
received the Alumnus of the Year
Award from the Graduate School
of Religion during the annual Ministry Forum April 6.
The award, presented by Dean
Bill Flatt, honored Stephens' many
years as a dedicated Christian servant. "He epitomizes servant leadership," Flatt said.
A native of Parkersburg, WVa.,
Stephens is an alumnus of Ohio
Valley College with an associate degree. He earned his bachelor of arts
from Morehead State
University,
and in 1972
he received a
master of arts
degree from
the Graduate
School. His
doctorate is
from West Virginia University.
Stephens has played a strategic
role at Ohio Valley for the past 22
years. He began as an adjunct faculty member in 1976 and was
named assistant director of admissions in 1977. For more than 14
years, he was the college's chief operations officer. He has also served
as director of financial aid, assistant
to the president, academic dean
and executive vice president. In
June 1998, he became the sixth
president of the college.
The 1979 recipient of Ohio Valley College's Christian Service
Award, Stephens was named the
college's Alumnus of the Year in
1994. He is currently listed in Whos
Who in American Education and

Whos Who Among Americas Teachers.
Stephens, active in community
affairs, serves as president of the
Education and Business Foundation ofWood County and second
vice-chair of the Mid-Ohio Valley
Chamber of Commerce. He also
acts as a consultant evaluator for
the North Central Association of
Colleges and Schools.

Newsmakers
Shackelford's art
in Italian show
Robbie Shackelford,
assistant professor of
humanities and director
of the international program in Florence, Italy,
was one of 17 artists
whose works were selected for inclusion in
the 16th annual Premia
Firenze, a prestigious
awards event for Florence artists. Shackelford's painting was one
of 40 selected from
more than 400 that
were submitted.

Governor appoints
Carr to Forestry
Commission
Dr. jim Carr, executive
vice president, was appointed in March to a
nine-year term on the
Arkansas Forestry Commission by Gov. Mike
Huckabee. Carr and
eight other commissioners assist the University
of Arkansas system and
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture in working
to protect and develop
more than 18 million
acres of Arkansas forest
land.

Doran uses
children's drawings
to assess abuse
Dr. Faye Doran, professor of art, presented
a workshop titled "Assessing Abuse from the
Child's Drawing of His
Family" for the Missouri
Association of Marriage
and Family Therapists'
annual conference May
14 in Columbia, Mo.

Outstanding
Graduate Research
Award won by
Schramm
Keith Schramm, assistant professor of physical science, received the
Department of Science
Studies 1998-99 Outstanding Graduate
Research Award April 5
from Western Michigan
University, where he is
pursuing his doctorate.
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Seniors College adds
class to the lives of
senior citizens

Professional of the
Year Award goes
to Crockett
Sharen Crockett, professor of family and
consumer sciences, received the Professional
of the Year Award from
the Arkansas Association
of Family and Consumer
Sciences at the group's
annual meeting April15
in Little Rock, Ark.
Crockett was recognized
for her 30 years of service to the organization.
Carrell to receive
doctorate in piano
performance
Scott Carrell, assistant
professor of music, defended his dissertation
April29 at the University of North Texas and
will receive his doctoral
degree in piano performance during summer
commencement Aug.
14. His dissertation was
titled "The French
Sonatina of the 20th
Century."

.IIMI!'m:;p1ress before his speech March
fanner British Prime Minister john Major gives his take
on current events, stating, "Our most tmportont duty is
to hand over something better to the next generation.N
Social psychologist David Myers from Hope College in Holland,
Mich., speaks on the things that do, and surprisingly don't,
predict people's feelings of well-being, at the Arkansas Symposium for Psychology Students on campus April16-17.

Two seniors obtain
Alpha Chi fellowships
Eleven student members of the Alpha Chi
chapter attended the
honor society's national
convention March 1519 in New Orleans.
Greg Bales and Randall
Parks, both seniors who
graduated in May, presented papers and were
awarded graduate fellowships for their efforts.
Bales received the
$2,500 H.Y. Benedict
National Alpha Chi Fellowship, and Parks took
the $1,000 joseph E. Pryor Region II Fellowship.
Three of Bowling's
articles published
in periodical
Dr. jerry Bowling, assistant professor of
Bible, had three articles
published in Baker's Dietionary of Christian Education. "Gestalt Psychol-

ogy," "Insight" and
"Lateral Thinking" appeared in the publication's spring 1999 issue.
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OH, TO BE YOUNG AGAIN! WHILE
science hasn't made that possible,
there is an event that enables you to
relive the coll ege days of your
youth. eniors College, a w eklong cssioo of course for those 50
and older rerurn alumni and
friends to a college environment to
revisit the classroom.
Each session is limited to 40
participants and provides a series of
lessons, usually on a central theme.
Past sessions have included topics
on music and history, and the next
session, scheduled for Oct. 24-29,
will focus on America's heritage.
Past participants like Harold
Haskell of Garland, Texas, are loyal
repeaters.
"I love everything about the entire week," said the soon-to-be 62year-old Haskell, who attended
Harding Academy and then spent
two years at Harding in the late
'50s. "The food and classes are
great, but renewing old friendships
is perhaps the most fun. I plan to
keep coming back again and again."
Blanche Horsman, 78, of Florence, Ala., agreed. "It's a wonderful experience that's both interesting and entertaining," said the
1945 alumna.
She and her husband, 1950
alumnus Homer, have traveled to
every state as well as many foreign
countries. "But now we've decided
to slow down and do nothing but
garden and attend Seniors College," said Blanche.
Students at the upcoming Seniors College will take classes titled
"Capitalism and Christianity," by
Dr. David Johnson, associate professor of finance; "The New South:
Moonlight and Magnolias to Coke
and Cape Canaveral," by Dr. Kevin
Klein, assistant profess r of hi roty;
and 'Archaeology and the Bible," by
Dr. Dale Manor, associate professor
ofBible. Three informacion-filled
classes - and no tests!
For information on Seniors College, contact Paula Kirby, alumni
program coordinator, at (501) 2794276 or via e-mail at pkirby@harding.edu.

Service Awards recognize four staff members
FOUR OF THE UNIVERSITY'S 530

staff members were presented with
the 1999 Distinguished Service
Awards during the faculty and staff
recognition dinner April 30.
Teri Buss, Dan Campbell, Karen
Johnson and Dennis Rine were
honored with the annual awards.
Buss, library secretary, has
worked on staff for 22 years, first in
the Admissions Office and for the
last nine years in the library. In presenting the award, President David
Burks noted her encouragement
and professionalism on the job.
Campbell, chief of security, has
worked in the security department
for 16 years. Since becoming chief
in 1995, he has improved the level
of service provided by his staff of

officers. Burks cited Campbell as
being courteous, helpful and effective with students.
Johnson has been an employee
for 15 years and currently holds the
title of assistant registrar. She was
recognized for her high work standards, Christian example and the
important role she plays in the academic sector.
Rine has been on the staff of
Harding Academy for 20 years as a
coach, teacher and counselor. Also
noted was his work in a jail ministry and the time he dedicates each
summer to youth attending Camp
Tahkodah.
All four recipients received a
$2,000 check and a framed certificate commemorating the award.

Student Lectureship features spiritual soldiers
STUDENTS LEARNED FROM THEIR

peers how to arm themselves for
spiritual warfare during the 1999
Student Lectureship April 14-15.
The speakers turned minds toward
the theme "Soldiers of the Cross,"
and lectures were extremely well-attended, according to Student Association President Chad Gardner.
Keynote speakers Michael
Cooper and Eli Perkins, both senior Bible majors, addressed the
student body in chapel. Cooper
spoke on "Dealing with the Rulers,
Authorities and Powers," while
Perkins' message was "God's Order
Overcomes the World's Chaos."

Lectures were extended to the
Time-Out Devotional and Peak of
the Week this year.
Students who attended lectures
were excused from their classes
Wednesday and Thursday. Daytime
lectures addressed subjects such as
"Peace in a Troubled Sea" and "Feet
Fitted for Readiness."
Student Lectureship began
about 10 years ago under the leadership of the Student Association's
Spiritual Life Committee and the
College Church of Christ. This
year, lectures were presented in
conjunction with the Men of God
and WINGS conferences.
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Kinonen joins public
relations staff
judie Kinonen joined
the Office of Public Relations March 8 as a
publications writer. She
received her bachelor's
degree from the University in 1996 and her
master's degree in
1998. She previously
taught English for the
Lamar Consolidated Independent School District in Richmond, Texas.

Students present
projects at research
conference
Dr. Bill Ryan, associate
professor of physical science, and Dr. Ed Wilson,
professor of chemistry,
joined 12 of their students in presenting projects at the Arkansas Undergraduate Research
Conference April 23-24
at Henderson State University in Arkadelphia,
Ark. The event also
served as the annual
meeting of the Arkansas
Space Grant Symposium.
Students attending
were juniors Kelly
Brown (biology), Trisha
Crabill (biology) and
Angela Cheng (math);
and seniors Jantzen Cole
(chemistry), Wheeler
Howard (physics),
Amanda lsom (chemistry), joel Means
(physics), jennifer Riley
(math), Holly Sawyer
(biochemistry), Alfred
Smith (computer science), Matthew Vergne
(chemistry) and Brad
White (chemistry).

Business teams take
state, regional titles
THE UN IVERSITY'S BUSINESS T EAMS

won several state and regional victories during competitions near the
close of the academic year.
The economics team won the
Mid-South Regional Students in
Free Enterprise Competition April
18-19 in Memphis, Tenn., with
their entry "Investing in Futures The Human Side of Free Enterprise." This year's performance
brings the total number of regional
wins to 22.
With the victory in hand, the
team earned a trip to the international meet May 16-18 in Kansas
City, Mo., but did not place.
Dr. Don Diffine, professor of
economics, sponsored the team,
which included Jonathan Dismang
of Beebe, Ark, Sheilah Dunham of
Otsego, Mich., Seth Haines ofFort
Smith, Ark., Greg Mathews of
Spring, Texas, Evelyn Quinonez of
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, and
Sarah Shade of St. Peters, Mo.

Another School of Business
team competed April 8-11 at the
International Intercollegiate Business Policy Competition in San
Jose, Cali£ The four-member team
finished third in their "world,'' a
term used to denote the four geographically diverse segments in
which the 32 teams vied for the
championship.
Faculty sponsor for the team was
Mike Emerson, assistant professor
of accounting. Team members were
Neil Arnold of Paragould, Ark. ,
Danette Hardman of Harrison,
Ark., Nicholas Kennedy of San
Diego, and Susan Reiss of Hot
Springs, Ark
State honors were earned by the
Phi Beta Lambda chapter at their
competition April22-23 in Litde
Rock, Ark Phi Beta Lambda is the
collegiate-level equivalent of Future
Business Leaders of America. Seven
students won their events and advanced to nationals in Chicago July
4-7. Jason Cassity of Sugar Land,
Texas, achieved a victory in the finance category; Dana Hall of

Noah named
financial aid
Rookie of the Year
john Noah, assistant
director of student financial services, received the Rookie of the
Year Award from the
Arkansas Association of
Student Financial Aid
Administrators at its annual convention April
18 in Fort Smith, Ark.
He was also elected to a
three-year term on the
executive committee of
the association's board.
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ju Go ju, Ko jo Kai and friends convince the new girl not to turn in her teasing
comb in Spring Sing's 1999 sweepstakes-winning act, "just Cuttin' Up."

White Hall, IlL, earned a win in
human resource management; Brad
Irwin of Ashland, Ohio, secured a
victory in the marketing category;
Lisa Lightsey of Broken Arrow,
Okla., prevailed in the international business category; Greg
Mathews of Spring, Texas, won the
accounting division; Chad Patterson of Chantilly, Va., took the business law event; and Seth Sellers of
Marion, Va., won the economics
category. Results from the national
competition were not available at
press time.

Change your spring
calendar dates
SPRING SING IS RETURNING TO

Easter weekend, April 20-22, 2000,
as announced recendy by Neale
Pryor, vice president for academic
affairs.
Spring recess has been moved as
well to coincide with the public
schools in Searcy and White
County. Students will be released
March 19-25, 2000.

Family musical sets
tone for Homecoming
activities Oct. 21-23

Newsmakns
Howell to head
alumni relations

" SEVEN BRIDES FOR SEVEN BROTH-

ers" will raise the roof for Homecoming 1999, Oct. 21-23, in conjunction with the University's
family reunion.
In addition to the annual musical, the Golden Circle Dinner will
honor graduates of 50 or more
years on Thursday evening, followed by the Black and Gold Banquet and alumni awards Friday
night.
Reunions are scheduled for the
following classes: 1949, 1959,
1974, 1978, 1979, 1980 and 1989.
Saturday afternoon the Bisons will
face off with conference opponent
East Central University.
And get ready for laughs at the
Benson Auditorium Friday and
Saturday night in the boisterous
classic that features "athletic folk"
choreography, according to director
Robin Miller, associate professor of
communication.
Miller describes the popular
story as "guys and girls making silly
choices and having to deal with
them." It was first a hit movie in
1954 based on a book by Lawrence
Kasha and David Landa. But the
movie's fans will be surprised to
hear several new songs that were
added when the show came to the
stage.
"There's no gimmick to it,"
Miller said of the musical. "It's a
show that everybody can relate to.
It's about family, about relationships- and there's fun music."
Unlike most Homecoming musicals, whose principal roles are cast
in the spring, this production will
not be cast even in part until the
beginning of the fall semester. "It's
much more of an ensemble show,
so it makes sense to cast all the
parts at once," Miller said, noting
there are at least 14 "leads."
Alumni should watch their mail
for a complete Homecoming
schedule. For more information,
contact Alumni Relations, Harding
University, Box 10768, Searcy, AR
72149-0001; or call (501) 2794276. For tickets, please use the
card in this magazine.

Dana
Tommy
watch as Dr. Tim Baird uses the new computer lab provided by their company.

New computer lab
provided by ALLTEL
A $40,000 CORPORATE GIFT HAS
provided a new, state-of-the-art
computer lab, the ALLTEL Laboratory for Computer Science and
Mathematics, housed in the University's Pryor Science Center.
Dedicated April 2, the 16-station lab will be used solely by the
University's computer science,
computer information systems and
math majors. The three majors represent about 240 students.
The gift was used to purchase
16 Dell Pentium II computers, as
well as two laser printers, Internet
connection hardware and some
software. The University provided
remodeling for the room and also
new furniture.
"This has been something that
our computer students have really
longed for," said Dr. Tim Baird,
chair of the computer science department. "It's been difficult at
times using the public labs on campus, especially when our computer
majors are working on group projects. They're very thankful to ALLTEL for providing a lab that's exclusively for them."
The Little Rock-based company
has been working with educators
and economic development officials
across Arkansas to design job-training programs.
"Schools like Harding that offer
excellent educational opportunities
in computer science are giving students the skills demanded in
today's workplace," said Jim Hillis,
corporate vice president for human

resource development. '~t the same
time it provides companies like
ALLTEL with the type of employees we need the most. "
"This also enables the company
to ensure that the software tools
and technologies knowledge it desires of new employees are available
in Harding's graduates," Baird said.
"It's a win-win situation for both
organizations."

Attention alumni:
Watch the mail!
IF YOUR EFFORTS TO GET IN TOUCH

with that old classmate have ever
ended with an outdated address,
your troubles are over. Soon a new
alumni directory will be available
to help you locate all your friends.
The Bernard C. Harris Publishing Company Inc. will produce the
directory containing more than
32,000 alumni. This comprehensive volume will include current
name, address and phone number,
academic data, plus business information, bound into a classic, library quality edition.
Harris will soon begin researching and compiling information by
means of a questionnaire to each
alumnus. If you do not return your
questionnaire, it is possible you
may be inadvertently omitted or
your personal information will be
printed incorrectly. So don't take a
chance- watch for your questionnaire form and remember to return
it promptly.
For more information on this
project, contact Paula Kirby at the
Alumni Office, (501) 279-4060.

Liz Culp Howell has
been named director of
alumni relations. A
member of the class of
1978, Howell returned
and finished her bachelor's degree in 1991 .
She earned a master's
degree from the
University in 1998 while
working for White
County Medical Center.
She most recently
served the hospital as
assistant vice president
for foundation development, a position in
which she implemented
community outreach
projects as well as the
White County Medical
Foundation.

Graphic design
students win
photography awards
junior graphic design
majors Conroy Lam of
Bartlett, Tenn., and
jonathan Wheeler of
Largo, Fla., received
awards of excellence
March 27 at the annual
Brass Ring Awards competition at Oklahoma
Christian University.
Lam won in the color
photography category,
and Wheeler took blackand-white photography.

Ford, Smith conduct
social work seminars
Debbie Ford, assistant
professor of social work,
and Terry Smith, associate professor and director of the social work
program, presented
seminars May 22 in Little
Rock, Ark., on preparing
for licensure examinations. The Arkansas
chapter of the National
Association of Social
Workers asked the two
to conduct the seminars
because of Harding students' high rate of success on the licensure
exams.
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ATHLETICS
Sidelmes

Giboney chosen
new volleyball coach
Keith Giboney has
been appointed head
coach of the Lady Bison
volleyball team, succeeding the retiring Dr.
Karyl Bailey, who began
women's volleyball at
the University in 1983.
Giboney, who graduated from Lubbock
Christian University in
1993, completed a master's from Texas A&MCommerce in june.
His coaching career
began in 1993 at Lubbock Christian High
School, where in four
years he produced three
state championships
and a 110-25 record. In
1997, he moved to Dallas Christian and in two
years, his teams went
60-11 and gave him a
fourth state title. Giboney has been a Texas
All-Star Coach two years.

Bison athletics to join
Gulf South Conference

the NCAA Division II. For football
games, we were travelling across
Oklahoma or to West Texas or as
far south as Kingsville, Texas. In
basketball we were playing at Eastern New Mexico in Portales.
"Travel is one of the big items in
an athletic department's budget.
The move to the Gulf South will
certainly decrease our travel expenses because most of our games
will be in Arkansas," Burks added.
Harding will continue to field
teams in men's football, basketball,
track, cross country, golf, tennis
and baseball and in women's volleyball, basketball, cross country,
track, tennis and soccer.
Men's soccer will be added in
the year 2000 and women's softball
within the next two years.

FAMILIAR NAMES WILL SOON APPEAR
on athletic schedules as the University moves to the NCAA Division
II Gulf South C onference.
The University is currently a
member of the Lone Star Conference's north division, but the move
to the Gulf South will reunite the
Division II schools in Arkansas in
the western division of the conference. The University of Central
Arkansas, Henderson State University, Southern Arkansas University,
Arkansas Tech University and the
University of Arkansas-Monticello
are already members of the GSC.
Following a vote of Gulf South
presidents on April11 , an invitation to join the conference was extended to Harding and Ouachita
Baptist University. President David
Burks accepted the invitation, although a definite timetable for the
move into the new conference has
not been finalized.
"Harding has always valued its
relationship with the other
Arkansas schools," said Burks.
"The old Arkansas Intercollegiate
Conference had some great rivalries, and this move will rekindle
those in-state rivalries.
"Part of our decision was based
on geography. The Lone Star is the
largest geographical conference in

Goode selected
director of Sports
Information
1997 alumnus Scott
Goode has been named
by Athletic Director
Greg Harnden as Sports
Information Director, replacing Ted Lloyd who
retired th is summer.
Goode has been
teaching and coaching
in the Wynne Public
School system the past
two years.
A member of the
Society for American
Baseball Statistics, he
has worked as a summer
media relations intern
for USA Baseball in
Millington, Tenn.

Prysock, Stroud take
Berryhill Awards
SENIOR BAS KETBALL STANDOUT
Emily Prysock and senior football
leader Rob Stroud were selected
winners of the 1999 Berryhill
Awards.
Given annually to the senior
male and female athletes who have
demonstrated outstanding ability
and achievement in sports and also
exhibited excellence of character
and academic strength in the classroom, the award carries the name
of former coach and athletic direc-

1999 Bison Football Schedule
Sept. 4

Tarleton State University

6 p.m .

Stephenville, Texas
Sept. 11
Sept. 18

University of West Alabama
Midwestern State University

Sept. 25

Angelo State University

?p.m.
?p.m.

Parents Night
7 p.m.

San Angelo, Texas
Oct. 2
Oct. 9
Oct.16

1t
DuraoJt Gkla,:

Southeastern O'kl_aho
Northe<~_stem

State niversity

7 p.m.

University

e

2 p.m.

fdmon

Oct. 23

2:30p.m.

t

Q lahoma

·kla.

East Centr I UnfX!ersity

2p.m.

Homecoming
Nov. 6

Ouachita Baptist University

2p.m.

Arkadelphia, Ark.
Nov. 13

Southwestern Oklahoma State
. Home games in bold

8

Summer 1999 · HARD I N G

2p.m.

tor M.E. "Pinky" Berryhill.
Prysock has the unique distinction of having started all115 games
of her four-year college career. During her tenure, the Lady Bisons
amassed an 85-30 record, made
two trips to the NAIA national
tournament, and appeared twice in
NCAA II postseason play.
A very quick and energetic
point guard, Prysock holds all of
the Lady Bisons' assist records
which include single game (17),
single season (1 77) and career
(567). She finished her career
ranked number two all-time in
steals (three shy of the record) and
ranks in the top six all-time in
three point and free throw shooting. She is number 11 on the career
scoring chart with 759 points.
Prysock's records only tell part
of the story, as her energy and enthusiasm made her a great leader.
Not only did she start every game,
she averaged over 34 minutes of
playing time and never fouled out.

She graduated magna cum laude in
mathematics education and plans
to teach.
A three-year starter at strong
safety, Stroud was a sure and aggressive tackler and a solid pass defender.
Stroud was the Bisons' leading
tackler his junior year with 77, second as a senior with 69, and he
ranked third as a sophomore with
72. Stroud not only tackled, he hit
hard, forcing seven fumbles, and he
recorded numerous pass break-ups,
five interceptions and five fumble
recovenes.
Esteemed by his teammates as a
great player and leader, Stroud was
selected as a team captain his senior
year. He was selected to the AllLone Star-North Team as a senior
after being selected honorable mention as a junior. He also made the
LSC All-Academic Team both years.

Ryan

from

sity of the Ozarks pitcher. The Bisons handled
the Eagles 14-4.

Baseball team sets
NCAA II records
COACH SHANE FULLERTON
promised improvement when he
introduced his Bison baseball team
at chapel during the preseason;
however, even he did not foresee the
vast improvement the Bisons would
experience in 1999. Their 22-22
record was a m arked change for the
better from last year's 12-35 mark.
The team set four single-season
records. Their .314 batting average
was six points higher than in 1995.
The Bisons tied the.run record for
1995 with 310 and broke the RBI
record with 275, a mark previously
set at 257 in 1995. The doubles
record also fell as they pounded out
87 doubles on the year, eight better
than the 1995 team.
Another boost of confidence the
Bisons experienced was their play
against future Gulf South opponents, the conference the University joins in the 2001 season. In
1998, the Bisons were 1-9 against
the Gulf South, while this season
they went 9-3 against future GSC
opponents.
On Tuesday, March 23, the
Bisons changed Division II baseball
history, defeating the University of
the Ozarks 36-10 in the first game
of a doubleheader. The Bisons
placed themselves in Division II
record books in 10 categories in
team records and seven in individual records.
Junior catcher Derek Reaves followed up last season's second team
selection with a first team North
Division All-Conference selection
this year. Reaves hit .336 for the
season with 32 RBI and 17 dou-

bles, which tied a single-season
school record.
The Bisons placed four players
on the LSC All-Conference Second
Team. Left fielder Matt Wilson led
the team in hitting at .352. Shortstop Rodney Cloud hit .341 for the
season and had 37 RBI. Pitchers
Nathanael Watson and Jon Neely
were also named to the second
team. Watson finished the season 74 with 3.79 ERA and a team-high
58 strikeouts. Neely finished with a
4.14 ERA, allowing opponents to
bat only .254 when he was pitching.
First baseman Mike Huebner,
designated hitter Ben James and
outfielder Seth Watson were all
named LSC All-Conference Honarable Mention.

Weather eliminates
tennis teams
LONGTIME TENNIS COACH DAVID
Elliott's preseason predictions
pretty much held true for both the
Lady Bison and Bison teams.
A 20-3 season record meant the
Lady Bisons, though young, could
arguably be Elliott's best ever,
which he anticipated.
A 12-7 mark by the men also refleeted the coach's expectations.
Both teams won matches to
place them in the Lone Star Conference top eight teams only to be
eliminated by the weather. With
eight teams remaining, a day of
play was rained out, and the decision was made to take the top four
seeds indoors to determine the
champions. The Lady Bisons, after
5-0 wins over Ouachita Baptist
University and West Texas State
University, thus were eliminated as
were the Bisons, who had downed
East Central State University 5-4
on the first day.
Karla Mueller and Ivette Andrade had exceptional years at one
and two singles. Katherine Jayroe,
Sara Kater, Hiroko Okamoto and
Beth Bonbrisco played the three
through six positions. Two team
losses came at the hands of highlyranked Northeastern State University, and the third defeat was to an
NCAA I team .
The Bisons finished the season

with 5-4 w ins over a good Delta
State University team and conference foe, Southeastern State University. Darren Wade, Igor
Tamindzija, Andrew Garner, Klaus
Schmidt, Seth Bullington and
Thomas Aim held down the one
through six singles positions.

Loss of key performers
hinders track teams
WITH ALL-AMERICANS JERRY
Maritim and Calister Uba on the
sidelines this spring, the Bisons
dropped to seventh and the Lady
Bisons to sixth in the conference
championships. Uba, an NCAA II
sprint champion was out with a
back injury, and Maritim saved his
.final year of eligibility for 2000.
Junior Albert Tabut was left
with the task of qualifYing for na,
tionals and continuing the Bisons
string of All-Americans. Tabut is
among the Lone Star Conference's
best in both the 800- and 1500meter events with times of 1:51.39
and 3:53.50. His 800-meter time
qualified him for the NCAA II Nationa! Championship.
Coach Bryan Phillips' strong
group of women distance runners
performed well but were unable to
win the individual title. Cheri
Scharff, Diane Grubbs and Tia Tarole all ran sub 10:40 in the 3000meter with a 10:26.60 by Scharff
being tops. Scharff and Tarole also
placed in the 5000-meter with
18:49 and 18:32 marks. The trio of
Elizabeth Lucas, Kelly Lauterbach
and Britney Copeland all placed in
the conference 10-kilometer run
with Lucas' 40:38 being best.
Freshman Meredith Garner
competed well all spring in the
long jump (17'8") and triple jump
(35 '4"), and junior Erin Elliott
placed in the conference 400 hurdies (1 :06.5).
Conference points were scored
for the Bisons as basketball player
Clint Spencer went 6'6". Spencer
won the University of Memphis
meet in early April with a 6'8" leap.
Freshman David Scharff was consistent in the 3000-meter steeplechase and placed in the top six at
conference (10:30.5).

Sideline$
Lady Bison soccer
team wins spring
tournaments
The Lady Bison soccer
team closed out its
spring season with two
first-place finishes in as
many tournaments. The
team led all five schools
participating in an April
24 tournament at the
University of Central
Arkansas and also took
the Ambassadors Cup
Tournament hosted
April16-17 in Oklahoma
City by Oklahoma
Christian University.
Between the two tournaments, the team shut
out seven of its eight
opponents, outscoring
them 30-2.

•

Sobottka leads
golfers to sixthplace finish
Led by junior Paul
Sobottka, the golf team
competed well but did
not have the fire power
necessary to challenge
for the top spot. Sabottka finished third overall
in the Lone Star Conference Championship
with a 7-over-par 223.
He also recorded four
sub-par rounds during
the season, including a
3-under tournament
leading 69 at the
Arkansas Tech lnvitationa I in April.
The team equaled
their 1998 sixth-place
finish in conference play
with 934 team strokes.
Brothers jeff and Brent
Powell tied for 22nd
with 235 scores, jared
Smith shot a 242, and
jason Harding's 246
rounded out the scoring.
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When the president ofFocus on the Family
took the stage April22, he instructed families
to take heart and advised us all about

MEANING

O F

by I U D I E K I N 0 N EN , photography by I EFF M 0 N T G 0 M ERY

Focus ON THE FAMILY PRESIDENT Dr. James Dobson briefly

and life is too short to chase such
fleeting successes, Dobson said.
"So what's worth investing yourin?" he queried. The concluself
outlined the meaning of life April 22 on the Benson stage. His
sion: a person's only satisfYing
achievement is knowing he will "be
there" in Heaven on Resurrection
message, delivered to a capacity crowd as part of the American
Day. "That's rhe only thing that really matters," said Dobson decidStudies Institute's lecture series, was one of hope for a culture that
edly.
But clouds of family dysfunction
and a culture of violence hide this
seems to have forgotten to answer the questions of purpose.
truth from today's young people.
Dobson had planned to punctuate
"There is a great vacuum of meaning in this generation," he said
his point by reading lyrics from a popular rock band. "If! could read
bluntly, adding, "The moral relativism we've fed to our young peothis to you, it'd make you sick," he said, holding the page oflyrics up
in his hand. "Bur I can't read it."
ple is related to what happened in Littleton."
The Colorado suburb, where 15 were killed at a high school just
He conceded that all times have their problems, but popular cultwo days before Dobson's speech, is an hour south of Focus on the
ture when he was young in the 1950s revered the family - and that
Family headquarters in Colorado Springs.
is not so today, he said of the 1998 song glamorizing murder that
"In a sense it should have been anticipated that this would haptopped the charts, selling 2 million copies. "It is so violent, so propen," he said of rhe recent tragedy and of the Jonesboro shooting
fane, so evil.
last year. "The idea there is nothing you can count on, that I am
"And that's the culture that's affecting our children," he said emalone in rhe universe - that is a damnable philosophy that makes
phatically. He remarked that the black trench coats worn by the suskids vulnerable to the violence we saw in Littleton."
pects in rhe Colorado shooting indicate their involvement in the
In response to these faulty philosophies, Dobson took a swing
"Goth scene," which drowns teens in death, violence and sexual perback to some basic concerns about life's meaning. The ideas have
version. Dobson insisted, "You can't feed kids a steady diet of that
been fresh on his mind since his brush with death in June 1998,
from ... early on and not have culture pay the price for it."
when he suffered a severe stroke. "Death and illness draw your priorHe concluded that the answer is not despair or discouragement,
ities into line, and what is left is really significant," he said.
and he firmly responded to questions concerning parents' paralyzing
What is left is understanding: "the incredible brevity of life," the
fear of "copy-cat" incidents like the Colorado shooting, saying, "We
insignificance of worldly achievement, and the "bottom line" about
must not be discouraged. "
life after death.
"All this stuff about moral relativism is going to fade away" and
"Who cares tonight who won the World Series in 1919?" he
questions regarding life's meaning will again be addressed. Until
asked the audience hyporhetically. "The way time moves on, it does- then, our job is to pray and then to move proactively for America's
n't matter." He used for example Muhammad Ali, whose plaques
return to family values. His message was, in essence, that it's not
and awards now lie, covered with pigeon droppings, in an old barn.
time to give up on this generation.
Even the most noteworthy accomplishments diminish over time,
"It is time to do something about it." lHI
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BE HEART can be the soul of

man as well as his primary pump"that sounds like the musing of a poet or philoso19G7

alUD1D.US

Dr. David S:an.ith

pher. In fact, it's the lyrical reflection of a Little
Rock cardiologist, who knows the nuts and bolts
of how the ticker ticks yet proclaims it man's

k.n.o'W's Jnore

transcendent emotional center anyway.

"As you look into the literature of philosophers and theologians- and biblically speaking,
than. Cupid. too - the heart has very broad
significance," says Dr. David
Smith, Renaissance man and
Be keeps tickers founding partner of Arkansas
Heart Group cardiology clinic.
"It's amazing how in our culture
it
communicates: You don't have
ticking; and
to define it. For the deep soul
emotions, we usually come back
so:an.eti:111es to that word 'heart."'
"People don't realize how
much love and intimacy matter,
reJneJnbers to not just to our quality of!ife,
but to our survival." No, not
Smith this time - that's cardisend flo'W'ers. ologist-cum-relationship guru
Dr. Dean Ornish in his new
book Love and Survival. The nationally recognized Ornish is ~s
pousing his increasingly ac- .
cepted medical opinion that
intimate personal relationships
guard the heart's health at leasr
as much as exercise and a
healthy diet.
Smith isn't as radical as rnish, but he's nor quite a dis,_
senter either. He believes that
f..:li~~-=~~~. .~~-1----,?IGing to GhurGh p long.s,;Yo
ife. (and p ccices ~vhar- he

about the heart

reaches as a deaoon -at PL~anc
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Valley Church of Christ) . He
also points to anecdotal evidence of widows and widowers
dying not long after the death of
their spouse, presumably of a
broken heart.
"Holistically, I think of the
heart as being the center of
emotions," Smith says. "The
core of who we are and our happiness is so importantly tied up
in it."
That's why his prescription is
clear: Take care of your heart physically, through living
healthily, and emotionally,
through loving happily - and
it will take care of you.
Smith's dedication to taking
care of patients- healing the
soul through the heart - is no
less heartfelt. His passion for effective, patient-centered medicine led him on a three-month
sabbatical from his practice several years ago to study medical
ethics at the Center for
Bioethics and Human Dignity
at Trinity International University's Chicago campus.
When the 52-year-old Smith
_of rer.irlngr.from practicewhich he .ttarcl~ doe ~ iii' in
clle same b eath as ' · subjeCt,

which continues to intrigue
him. He passes on the passion
to medical students through a
biblically based bioerhics study
group that meets in his home
each week. And yearly medical
mission trips to disease- and
poverty-afflicted Haiti do his
own heart good.
As for his love life, Smith has
no intentions of shooting down
Cupid with bothersome biology
- as some killjoy realists have
done by outing St. Valentine as
a chaste novice in the rituals of
romance. For Smith, every day
is a day for the heart.
Smith's love for his wife,
Linda, is deeply heartfelt, dating
to their days as student government leaders at Harding. Little
Rock native Linda Byrd - once
the vice president to Smith's student body presidency - would
become his first lady. They were
always two halves of the same
whole.
"She's an incredible person,"
he says, beaming at her thought.
"She's so bright and talented
and makes things happen. Just
everything she does, she does
well and fun and upbeat."
Perhaps the mark of true,
lasting love is whether the lovers
can pinpoint the moment they
fell for each other. If so, Smith
passes love's litmus test.
"It was when I came down
for an interview for my fellowship at the University of
Arkansas '(for Medical Sciences)," he says with instant recall. "She was doing her practice
teaching. he met me for lunch,
and it was a totally different e
tin~ rnan
ing
had in
co ege. On at day I also met>

his native Ashdown, "where you
know everybody's name, you
know everybody's car, their kid,
their dog ... you see rhem at
basketball games. Here in Little
Rock, we don't even know
everyone on our street."
In a field increasingly reliant
on technology, Smith finds his
more familiar patients are the
ones who need him most: "The
ones who are extremely ill are
the ones we get very close to.
Yesterday, I lost one of my patients, my Sunday school
teacher when I was in Ashdown.
He developed heart disease, so
the last two or three years we
had to put a defibrillator in. He
had heart surgery two years ago.
We would see him every two or
three weeks, and we'd bailed
him out of so many things.
When he finally died, in talking
to rhe family, you're so close to
them. The bond is incredible.

Making; his
acquaintance

her family. And putting it all together, I just said, 'Wow!"'

A:111erican
folk hero
:·

If Smith has ;my regrets, it is
that he doesn't have more deep
relationships. For a physician
who heals the most delicate of
his patients' organs, Smith says
he is dismayed to make only
fleeting connections with some
p~rients __,..,. a faGt of practice for
sp,ecialists.
~ On the r all of his office or

the Baptist Medical Center campus in west Little Rock hangs a
sepiatoned photograph, originally published in Lifo magazine, of a Depression-era country doctor on house-call rounds.
The headline above the careworn figure reads "American
Folk Hero. " Smith strives to injet;t nis practiee wirh an e<::ho ef
rhe intimate personal relationships classic family doctors
formeawiili mcir patients.

"One: ot l:be frustrating
thi gs abou being a

eciali r s

opposed to a family physician is
you don't have the relationships
with all your patients," he says.
"Unfortunately as cardiologists,
we're in a world where so much
of it is we'll put a pacemaker in
.... and we don't see them for
several years. They become the
heart down the hall instead of

the person.
"1 hope I'm not roo guilry of
thar. I ho e what sets me apart
.s th t I c:o
.GU&caring."
~th mo els his notion of
what medicinl should e like o

"Unfortunately in our superficial world we have so many acquaintances and very few deep
soul- and heart-warming
friends," Smith laments.
Still, to be a Smith acquaintance is to know the good doctor
by heart. That is, while Smith is
common in name, stature and
appearance, friends and associates say there's nothing. common
about his genuine concern and
thoughtful nature. Smith sees to
ir you're at ease- a,permanent
good bedside manner.
"His heart is so big and so
Ga.!'in~" says Dr. Elton €lev~
and, a family p,,ractice p ysician
who teaches adolescent medi-
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tific things, so
when Dad
would bring the
old equipment
home on his truck, he'd bring
David over to show him. David
took a real interest in it. We'd
hook it up and try to talk to
one another."
Upon graduating
from the University of
Missouri
at Columbia
Medical

cine at UAMS. The two arrend
church together and co-teach
the weekly Bible class for med
students. "One of the things I
am always in awe of is how he is
always driven to do his best, at
work and at church. He is just
an exceptional person ."
Smith was born in Refugio,
Texas, to John and Pauline
Smith- he a plumber with an
eighth-grade education; she a
teacher in a one-room schoolhouse where her 5-year-old son
mastered phonics by eavesdropping on the sixth-grade lessons.
Like most boys, Smith
wanted to grow up and pursue a
cool career- only he meant it
literally. Assisting his father on
plumbing and electrical jobs in
the summers made Smith determined to choose a job indoors,
one with ai r conditioning. His
mother thought that might
mean electrical engineering
given Smith's playtime activities
with his childhood friend and
next-door neighbor Dan Flowers, now director of the
Arkansas Highway Department.
"My father worked for
Southwestern Bell, and that was
back in the days when they were
converting all the old crank type
telephones over to dial phones,"
recalls Flowers, whose mother is
a patient of Smith's. "Davia was
a very bright young man and
was alw~ys interested in scien-
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tions. "It was so alive to her....
And I was captivated by it," he
recalls.
But in the second year of
med school, when students hear
their first heartbeat for diagnostic purposes, Smith remembers
the heart sounding almost too
alive.
"I remember how overwhelmed I was because I couldn't separate out the components.
The overwhelming feeling was,
I'll never figure this out! How
can anyone separate out all these
little pieces?"
Smith panicked, fearing he
had sacrificed his ability to hear
the heart in all its glory to the
syncopating sound of the snare
drum, his instrument in the college band.
"See, when a cardiologist listens to a heart he can hear multiple sounds: clicks, m urmurs,
different timings of murmurs,"
says Smith, who picked up the
techniques in time. "Those
kinds of things were really
taught better back in the '70s
than they are in the '90s becaus~
now the student just wants to
get an echocardiogram. It's more
accurate, more expensive, too.
"Cardiology really evolved
ri gh~ bef0re my eyes e¥en a£ter I
finished my cardiology fellowship at UAMS in 1977," Smith

I

says. "Everybody who carried a
stethoscope considered themselves a cardiologist. We were
just there on the threshold of
bypass surgery being successful.
It was that kind of breakthrough
that really opened the door for
there to be a great need fo r cardiologists."
Smith had chosen Little
Rock for his fellowship based on
advice from a mentor who told
him to go where he intended to
practice. After completing the
program, he remained on the
UAMS faculty for a year before
going solo in a practice of his
own .
Arkansas Heart Group began
as Cardiac Diagnostic Clinic
with just one physician Smith- in 1977. The tally of
partners, which has been as high
as nine, now stands at seven. "I
came out here on faith," Smith
says. "I had no idea what it was
going to evolve into."
In choosing to practice in
Arkansas, Smith had selected
one of the country's least hearthealthy states and a crucial battleground in the war against
An1erica's No. 1 killer, heart disease. According to the latest

S E L E
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Bolistically, I

think of the
heart as being;
the center of
eUI.otions. The
core of -who we
are and our
happiness is so
iD1portantly tied
up in it."
American Heart Association figures, Arkansas has the country's
1Oth-highest death rate from
cardiovascular disease and the
fo urth-highest from coronary
heart disease.
"We're not a very active people," says Smith, who likes to
see new patients coming with
their questions for him thought-

P Q B T B A I T

ea., DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH. Oct. 28, 1946, Refugio, Texas.

ea.. THE HEART IS the most important organ in the body. And
that's a biased opinion, of course.
ea., MY HEART ALMOST STOPPED WHEN my wife said yes to

my proposal of marriage.
ea., TO GET MY HEART PUMPING I go water-skiing.
ea., THE FIRST STEP TO AHEALTHY HEART IS to quit smoking.

ea.. MY WORST VICE IS cheating on fatty fast foods. I love
ea.,

ea.,

ea..
ea.,
ea.,

cheeseburgers. On those weekends when I'm on call, I may
treat myself.
MY FIRST CAR WAS a 1950 Dodge Coupe I shared with my
sister about the first year of college. The first one that was really mine was a '57 Plymouth with push-button drive.
MY BEST VACATION WAS when our family went to Israel,
jordan, Greece and Turkey on a Holy Lands tour the summer
before last. That was just absolutely awesome.
FOR BREAKFAST I HAVE a banana, honey wheatberry bread
and Smucker's low-calorie jam. I may alternate the fruit between an orange and an apple.
SATURDAY MORNINGS ARE SPENT on a long bike ride.
ONE WORD TO SUM ME UP. Committed.

out and written down. "We're
good old boys. We want to go to
the Hog game and hog out."
Above all - above the need
for controlled blood pressure, a
healthy, low-fat diet and increased physical activitySmith lists smoking as the leading risk factor for heart disease
in Arkansans. "It's just amazing
how we have an incredible battle
there, " he says of nicotine addiction.
Smith, whose exercise regimen includes brisk bike rides
and taking medical students for
water-skiing swrlv hreab nn
Lake Ou chita, : wnds lib · ~ e'd
h,. a mar with01 · vices. ]\ )t
true, he reveals. Long weekends
spent on call give way to greasy
and decidedly not heart healthy
cheeseburgers.
"I am so square," he laughs,
realizing this is the worst thing he
can think to say about himself

Love in practice
When Smith displays love to
patients or his wife and three
children, Jennifer, Luke (a thirdyear medical student at UAMS)
and Susie, he considers it an extension of the love he's experienced from parents, teachersand God.
Cleveland's other undertakings with Smith are the annual
mission trips to Haiti, begun by
Smith in 1984 when he set out
to visit the homeland of a missionary from his church. Cleveland joined him for the first
time in 1987, enlisted by his
friend to provide basic medical
care to people who needed that
more than the services of a cardiologist.
Although the trips began as a
medical outreach, they have
evolved into life-altering and
life-affirming experiences for the
two doctors and a communitybuilding experience for a Haitian village besieged by abject
poverty, famine ~nd disease.
"The commitment that
Smith had for trying to help was
the <:ontag(o '" r~c inspi.fed
Ql \!1 land ~o g(<).
·
~ He s fun co watch,"
leveland ays of , ith in

Haiti. "He is gentle and very respectful, especially with the
older patients. You watch them
calk through an interpreter . ..
see (the interpreter) smile as she
listens to the patient, then
watch the three of them laugh
together when she interprets for
. A .NYONE WHO'S EVER BEEN TREATED by a good doctor knows that his
David. Or to watch he and a paknowledge extends beyond microscopes and test tubes to a patient's
tient talk to one another about
total
well-being.
something serious, then pray
This
fact has recently taken the spotlight of novelty among medical
about it together ... he's just so
professionals,
and the premedical department could not be more
caring."
thrilled.
"You can go to Haiti and
"Today medical schools want to know, 'Do you really care about
leave your stethoscope at
people?'"
says Premedical Adviser Debbie Duke. She's glad her stuhome," Smith says of a country
dents
get
to
answer solidly in the affirmative.
where the average age life exShe
has
sensed
the field's shift in focus the past few years, and she
pectancy is mid- to late 50s.
said conference speakers now strongly advise professors to guide their
There he finds too many fundamental, immediate medical
students toward altruism and hands-on experience.
problems to use precious time
"Many of our students go on medical missions to Africa or places in
and energy treating cardiovascuCentral America," Duke said of the University's long-standing program.
lar disease. "Most of the people
They also car pool in droves to North Little Rock to help the underprivdon't live long enough down
ileged at the River City Clinic on Sunday afternoons.
there to have heart disease. "
"We have so many opportunities for experience," Duke said. The
Smith recalls borrowing a
department has implemented a new shadowing program designed to
portable EKG (electrocardiogive premedical students some idea of what to expect from their cagram) machine to take to Haiti,
reer choice. More than 30 Searcy physicians have volunteered to menwith unexpected results.
tor in fields ranging from physical therapy to chiropractic to pediatrics.
"I finally decided that maybe
Of course, medical school applications still request GPA and MCAT
this one guy was the one I could
scores, and students are not lacking there either. Mark Young, a 1997
do an EKG on. I was sitting
alumnus who is now a second-year student at Texas Tech in Lubbock
there fumbling through trying
writes, "I think Harding offers students everything they need to sucto get the machine to work and
ceed on the MCAT and to be prepared for med school.
all of a sudden he co ughs up
"Iam in school now with people who have PhD's in all kinds of bioblood. That was probably the
logical fields, people who attended big state schools ... And a few who
first time an EKG machine had
attended ivy league schools. I am convinced that I did not sacrifice
ever been used to make a diaganything academically by choosing Harding."
nosis ofTB (tuberculosis)."
Young goes on to say he thinks he is better prepared than most in
Just as Smith soon realized
the un-measurable skills of a doctor. "I will be a much better physician,
cardiology wasn't a primary conand indeed a much better person, because of the examples, challenges
cern in Haiti, h is mission work
and encouragement that I received from my 'family' at Harding." IHl
there has evolved from being
-judie Kinonen
wholly medical to more broadly
based in overall quality of life.
The shift in focus has made
what was once a heartbreaking
ture and have something ongoas a stranger ... and trust you in
experience for Smith something
ing, you can't really say that
a matter of moments . You have
·you've done anything," Smith
that now warms his heart.
an opportunity to get into their
hearts and inauence them in a
concludes adamantly. Here"In 1990 the (H aitian) peopositive way that I think as Joe
ple came to us and said they
turned to Haiti in March, with
Q. Citizen you might not have.
wanted to have a school. So we
farming and fishery experts.
It's intoxicating.
started this school, and they
Smith is just beginning to
ponder his "next life," what will
"As long as you ca~ integrate
have about 1,000 students now
come after his last weekend
for first through ] 2th grades.
mission - and mission being
that your whole world view is
That's been an exciting journey.
that you're a Christian here to
"When you go down and
serve - you're always chaljust do medlcal scuff or a week,
lenged to find a way co serve.
all ou've do e is rnal{e your elf

:.=-:repa:ri:a.g:
iib.e -.rb.o1e
pb.ysicia:a.

c:el b"t.be - ~r. {f.:you.den!
cbaoge chei eHueacio and if
you don't c nge thei agricuJ-

And. if tha

vk · :be

n-

abled }' your R ofession you
oughr ro stick' ich ic." lHI
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--seventh grade culture shock

One year

All are, indeed - borrowing Chad McNatt's words- "pumped and worn our.
We're daily worn out, because God is using
us," McNatt says of himself and his wife,
Melia, both teachers at Northland Christian
School in Houston. Teaching is not as easy
as he always assumed it would be. In fact,
planning occupies every spare moment for
this dedicated couple, who view their classes
as mini mission fields. God is the brain of

~

t I~

themselves with the wrong things."
In fact, it has taken him all of this year,
and a much-expanded source of patience, to
"get the seventh grade mind" which will enable him to "meet them where they are to
take them where they need to be" next year.
McNatt says his and Melia's present busyness has left little time for thoughts about
the future; however, both feel they can find
plenty in this mission field to keep them
busy until God opens up another.

c-D
~

8c-D

The Chinese connection
Around the world in a very different mission field is Jennifer Thweatt, who will return from China in early July, after 10
months. Though her experiences there were
unique, their lesson of patience is thematic
among our graduates.
Thweatt even quoted a friend who had
modified the definition of patience to mean,
"allowing another person's faith to grow."
This definition is especially applicable to
Thweatt, whose time with the Chinese has
been an odd mixture of frustrating and fulfilling. "The thing that has given me the
most trouble has been the tendency of Chinese people to equivocate, and not speak directly or bluntly," she says, noting they will
misuse the words 'perhaps' or 'maybe' to circumvent answers they think might displease
the questioner.

Chad McNatt, center, finds teaching seventh
graders at Northland Christian to be a mission
field very different than AfriCD.
Invited to osturtenf~ home, Jennifer
Thweatt (second from right) learned how
to make Chfnese dt.~mp/lngs (jiaozi).

In our follow-up story, all four of our graduates

their work, and they are His hands, moving
through His effort, nor their own. "Wonderful things happen when I have nothing
to do with it," McNatt says of his seventh
grade math and senior Bible classes.
This mission field bears little resemblance to impoverished Africa, where McNatt spent six weeks last summer. "These
kids are swamped with materialism," he asserts matter-of-factly of his wealthy students, who have the tools they need to wall
themselves up in pop culture. "It's hard to
go back to the Bible, to tell them to flee
from immorality, to tell them they're filling

discover they are buoyed by patience.
by J U D I E K I N 0 N EN

E FOUND THEM hovering,

eyes closed, on the edge
of a diving board last
summer. Now we ask

Political unrest puts graduate

On the front line

four May '98 graduates
the inevitable, one year after their plunge: 'How's the water?'
Their answers reveal a type of exhaling after the tension of transition we heard from them in the story in last summer's magazine. In
place of last year's stomach-churning excitement is a sobering patience learned from the life-changing experiences this teacher, this
missionary, this nurse and this graduate student relate.
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ASLIGHTLY RATILED jennifer Thweatt began her
lesson on semantics as usual that Monday
morning .
But not for long. "I was interrupted by one
of the better students who said, 'Miss jennifer,
would you tell us your opinion on NATO.'
Without a question mark, and without a
smile/' Thweatt recalled.
NATO's accidental bombing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade has put a lingering
pall upon US-Chinese relations- a pall felt

distinctly by Thweatt and fellow missionaries.
The weekend following the May 7 bombing and the death of three Chinese journalists
was the most volatile, according to Thweatt,
who said she and her friends were encouraged not to leave their homes.
And while demonstrations cooled after
President Clinton's apology, Thweatt said the
Chinese press yet stokes the flames of American hatred. "The apology is universally denounced as insufficient/' she said. "There is a
huge amount of suspicion of the reason given
for the mistake." Thweatt admitted that the
contradictory information she receives has

even worn on her own powers of discernment.
"We don't know what to believe," she said.
Her students are far from immune to such
suspicion, and Thweatt's response is straightforward empathy. "I said, 'Do you think Bill
Clinton knows my name? Do you think he
knows my opinion about this? No. Remember
that I, too, am helpless," she told her class
that tense Monday.
The result: "Many students have gone out
of their way to affirm that they understand that
I cannot be personally held responsible for the
bombing of the embassy/' she said. IHl
-judie Kinonen
H AR D I N G · Summer 1999
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One year
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Piunge
This social habit is more than a minor
annoyance for Thweatt and the other missionaries trying to establish relationships
and teach. Teaching at the university in
Wuhan has at times been "quite a chore,"
according to Thweatt, who says "asking
them (students) questions is invariably met
with dead silence and indifferent stares."
Friendships, too, have tested Thweatt's patience - and strengthened it. She related
one example of a Chinese friend who rather
pushed her way into Thweatt's acquaintance
and then clung to her, somewhat uninvited.
Thweatt says she now sees beyond Sue's
"dinginess" and equivocations into her
heart, where she finds a curiosity and a
yearning for the truth.
Hence, the great rewards of missionary
work in China have come in meeting the
students and getting to know them outside
the classroom. Through serendipitous connections, the cultures meet and the small
group of missionaries recruited by Bennie
Mullins find contacts for their frequent,
covert night-time Bible studies.
Ironically, Thweatt is making the full circle of experience as she plans to teach English as an adjunct at Harding in the fall. She
welcomes the chance to compare perspectives on "a very familiar place after coming
from a very unfamiliar place." Thweatt will
be planning a December wedding to another Harding alumnus, then a masters in
theology at Abilene Christian University.
The couple may well find their way back to
China in the future.

Expecting the unexpected
The future is a concept Kim (Hardy) Leverett approaches with new flexibility after
events following her graduation last May.
"You have your idea of the way things are
going to go," she said of her assumption that
she and her new husband would move to
Douglas, Ga., where a nursing job would fall
into her lap. But the frozen southern Georgia job market would not thaw, and Leverett
found herself, months later, learning a special lesson about dependence upon God.
"I had everybody in the world praying
for me!", including Harding friends via email. But waiting for God's response did
not, for Leverett, mean chewing her nails
and waiting by the phone. Instead, she used
her free days to serve the community and
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CONNECTIONS
involve herself in the work of the "dynamic
little church" in Douglas. With a small
group of volunteers, this aspiring psychiatric
nurse established a victims taskforce designed for community trouble-shooting.
Leverett even joined a sub-committee that is
working to build a child advocacy center
aimed at lessening the trauma of interrogation for sexually-assaulted children.
And then the job came.
The haze broke and she saw with clarity
"how people were moving" the day Emory
Hospital in Atlanta phoned to offer Leverett
a job she calls "the best place for me to be."
She had faxed the application and interviewed through almost rote habit, not expecting a response. The phone call had
come before she even made it home from
the interview.

for his school work, which requires "a different level of studying" than he's ever been involved with before. For about 40 hours per
week, Huff pores over his books, and the reality of his situation sets in: "''m here to go
to school, and I won't have time to do some
other things. I'd like to have time to take off
and go do - whatever- but I won't be
able to."
Instead, he races neck-in-neck with students from Ivy League schools in a program
he calls, "very competitive - but you don't
want to admit that you're competing." In
fact, the faculty and students in his program
have been polite and accepting, to Huff's relief Outside of school, he and his wife make
the time to be active in their relatively small
church close to the university, and they attend frequent Bible studies.
But Huff often must bypass recreation,
dedicated to the motto, "take care of what
you have to take care of" His commitment
receives little immediate gratification, aside
from initially proving himself to his colleagues. He describes his first semester as intellectual trial-and-error. "Every week, I'd
try a new studying strategy, just trying to
prove that I belonged there," Huff says,

Submit your alumni news to "Connections," Harding University Office of
Alumni Relations, Box 10768, Searcy, AR
7214 9-000 1; or by e-mail to alumninews@harding.edu. To subscribe to the
weekly e-maillistserve Alumni Digest,
send message to subscribe, including
your name and class year, to alumnilist@harding.edu. You may post messages to the Digest at the same address.

'56

Robert Younger (BA) has
retired from teaching. He and his
wife, Lucy, have four children, three
of whom graduated from Harding.
(27 Somerset Bridge Road, Santa
Rosa Beach, FL 32459)

'59 Eddie Dunn (BA) retired
after 28 years with the Michigan
Department of Corrections. (1032
Allen Drive, Northville, MI 48167)

'63

Doyle Hicks retired from
teaching and coaching after 30
years with the Corning School
District. (1 04 Scott St., Corning,
AR 72422)

'67

Bob Breeden (BS) has retired from the Department of the
Army and is a cost analyst for a
contractor. His wife, the former
Bobbie Bracey (BS), is a realtor
with Omni Realty. They have three
sons. (6004 Edwin Jones Drive,
Huntsville, AL 35811)
Denny Hilton (BS) has retired as a
colonel after 30 years in the Marine Corps. He and his wife, the
former Karen Mayhall (BA'69),
have two daughters. (38 Greystone
Blvd., Cabot, AR 72023)

'68 Judy Coffman Cooper

Robert Huff
So again on the threshold of
transition, Leverett and her husband, a physical therapist, are moving to Atlanta, where he, too, has found a job. Graduate school is in the picture, as Emory pays
almost full tuition for their nurses to attend
- but Leverett has learned the future holds
whatever God has in mind. "You get out
into the real world and it really drives it
home that you can't do this by yourself"

Hitting the books hard
The real world has spun on a similar axis
for Robert Huff, for whom patience and
commitment are as necessary as water and
oxygen. They have brought him, a survivor,
to the end of the first year of a trying sixyear math doctoral program at Rice University in Houston.
He has developed a kind of tunnel vision

adding, "then I found out that everybody
else was going through that, too."
Now that he's in the thick of it, rewards
are almost as obscure as thoughts about the
future. ''I'm just worried about making it
through this first stage," he says. "You're
going through something that's not rewarding until you're done with it. I think it's designed that way."
And Huff, with the other graduates, sees
how God has worked in building the patience that bouyed him to the surface after
his first big dive into a pool that is, he says,
"nothing like Harding." Huff tests this
strange water like all our graduates - not by
judging the water itself, but by judging the
reflection he sees in it: "I've got a lot more
growing up to do than I thought I did." !HI

(BA) has been inducted to the International Whos Who ofProfissionals. Judy is coordinator of university affiliated programs for the
North Mississippi Regional Center.
Her husband, Charles (BA'70), is a
research ecologist with the
U.S.D.A. Sedimentation Laboratory and an elder for Oxford
Church of Christ. They have two
children. (12 Private Road 2052,
Oxford, MS 38655)

'70

Charles Reaves (BA) was
named Southeast Missouri's Most
Distinguished Principal. He is the
principal at Morehouse Elementary. His wife, the former Pat Cassetty (BA'71), is an adult office
technology teacher with Sikeston
Public Schools and was selected to

Whos Who Among Americas Teachers. They have two children. (818
Ladue, Sikeston, MO 63801)
Karen Low Sutton (BA) retired as
computer services manager of
CSEA, Sacramento, Cali£ She is
married to Randall. (147 N. Oak
Road, Wright City, MO 63390)

C. Richard Venable III (BA) has
joined Horne
CPA Group as
the chief operating officer. He
and his wife, the
former Katherine Julian (BS),
have two sons.
(Box 948, Magee, MS 39111)

'71 Evonne Harvill Wheeler
(BA) is a social worker for Kenosha
County. She has two daughters.
(8559 18th Ave., Kenosha, WI
53143)

'72 Kenneth D. Lair (BS) received his Ph.D. in Rangeland
Ecosystem Science from Colorado
State University in December
1998. He is a state rangeland management specialist and plant materials specialist for the Natural Resources Conservation Service in
Colorado. His wife, the former

ALMA

Martha Denewiler (BA'74), is aresearch paralegal for the law firm of
Tilley and Graves, PC. They have
two children attending Harding.
(2421 S. Dudley Court, Lakewood, CO 80227)
Wayne Ray (BS) is an administrative officer in the U.S. Navy and
was recently promoted to District
11-1 Chief for Juvenile Probation
Court in Memphis and Shelby
County, Tenn. He and his wife,
Anita, have two daughters. (5604
Fresno Ave., Memphis, TN 38115)

'73 John Belasco (BA) retired

after 40 years of preaching, 28 with
the Royal Oak Church of Christ.
John is now traveling the United
States in an RV raising funds for
missions. (c/o Royal Oak Church
of Christ, 115 S. Campbell Road,
Royal Oak, MI 48067)
Linda Naron Brewster (BA) is a

mental health therapist at MidSouth Mental Health Systems. She
and her husband, Bill, have a
daughter. (844 N. Meadowbrook,
Wynne, AR 72396)
Richard Young (MA) is senior
community builder and state coordinator with the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development. (713 Ferguson St., Lonoke,
AR 72086)
Ken Ware is vice president of sales
and marketing with Starpoint Division ofFAB, LLC. He serves on
the board of directors for School
and Home Office Products Association and SHOPA Foundation for
Educational Excellence. He and his
wife, Sally, have two daughters.
(15908 Woodlet Park Court,
Chesterfield, MO 63017)

'74

David O'Neil (BS) received his master's degree in math

Giving honor
by M A RKA BE N N ET T , alumni association president

S

EVENTY- IX YEARS and 40,000 alumni
later ic' 110 surprising rhat our Un!ver icy
has p~oduced m~ywho are deservtng of
honor and praise for the way they have lived
their lives. Being "educated for eternity" has
prepared alumni to excel, not only in their
chosen work, but in every aspect of life.
Each year the Alumni Association honors
one of our own as the Distinguished Alumnus
of the Year. This person is recognized for
achievement in personal and/or professional
life, for service to community and country,
for demonstrating a life consistent with Christian values and principles, and/or for consistent support of Harding. This person, whose
class year is at least 20 years prior, is honored
at Homecoming's Black & Gold Banquet.
Because the selection process from among
so many worthy candidates has become more
difficult each year, the Alumni Association is
instituting three new annual awards which
will allow us to honor deserving recipients in
specific categories. They are:
>- Faculty/Staff Award. All across campus from
offices, dorms, classrooms and workrooms,
extraordinary people go beyond tradi~ional
job expectations to make a difference in the
lives of students. This award will honor one of
those people whose caring has made a difference in the lives of alumni and who has
served the students in a special way for 15
years or more.
>- Christian Service Award. Because of the Uni-

versity's spiritual focus, alumni leave prepared
to serve God in their churches, communities,
country and world. Bible teachers, missionaries, spiritual mentors in the workplace, deacons, elders, preachers, authors and song writers are a few of the many people who work
without expecting any notice or reward. This
award will recognize an alumnus (class year at
least 20 years prior) who has dedicated his/her
life to Christ's service.
>- Young Alumnus Award. Many of the 25 percent of our alumni graduating in the last 10
years are distinguishing themselves in their
lives, personally and professionally. For a person 35 years of age or younger, this award will
recognize achievements in Christian service,
career or personal life.
You've probably already thought of a classmate or a friend who meets the criteria set
forth above. Please take the time today to submit your nomination, giving as much information about your nominee(s) as possible to
the Hatding University Alumni Relations Office, Box 10768, Searcy, AR 72149 or e-mail
alumni-list@harding.edu. More information
may be obtained by calling (501) 279-4276.
All nominations must be received by Sept. 1.
The nominations are carefully read and
considered by an Awards Committee. Finalists
are then presented to the Alumni Association
Executive Committee which selects the recipients. At this year's Black & Gold Banquet
Oct. 22, let's give honor to whom it is due. !HI
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education from Northeastern State
University, Okla. He is the chairman of the math departrnen t at
Tahlequah High School. He and
his wife, Alice, have three daughters. (1806 N. Jones Ave., Tahlequah, OK 74464)

'75 Robert Ford (BS) CPA,

CISA, is a corporate auditor with
Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co.
Robert was recently awarded the
CIA certificate. He and his wife,
the former Judy Shoop ('68), have
three daughters. (280 1 Red Fern,
Edmond, OK 73034)

David Goff (BS) is a manager at
Trace Metals Laboratory for Duke
Power. He and his wife, the former
Jocelynn Brown ('78), have four
daughters. (1385 White Hall
Place, Gastonia, NC 28056)

'77

Chuck Archer (BS) is an
account manager with the Department of Human Services. His wife,
the former Marcella Brooks (BA
'75), teaches high school choir and
third- through fifth-grade remedial
math. They have five children.
(1 00 Quail Valley Road, Sherwood, AR 72120)
Sam Stewart (BA) is principal at
Kenai Central High School. He
and his wife, Debbie, have three
children. (3065 Kim-N-Ang
Court, Kenai, AK 99611)

'79 Harry Lehman (BS) is a
commander in the U.S. Navy and
department head on board the
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower. He
and his wife, the former Anne
Shields (BS), have three children.
(1791 Duke of Norfolk Quay, Virginia Beach, VA 23454)
Gary Lowrey (BA) is a graphic
artist. He and his wife, the former
Cheryl Browning (BA), have three
daughters. (6733 Mesa Drive,
North Richland Hills, TX 76180)

'80

Torn Chilton is director of
carrier contracts with Alltel Corp.
He is a member of the American
and Arkansas Bar Associations. He
is married to the former Cherel
Branyan (BBA'81). (109 Castle
Heights Drive, Cabot, AR 72023)
Jim Griffith (BA) is an analyst
with MasterCard International. He
and his wife, Frederique, have
three sons. (9842 Boulder Court,
St. Louis, MO 63119-1005)
Megurni Oguro (BA) is a graduate
student at Hiroshima University.
(1-3-7 Ushita Honrnachi, Hiroshima City, Japan 738-0066)
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Everett Evans (BA'30)

Depression-era wisdom still useful today
T MIGHT some-

day win you a
piece of yellow
Trivial Pursuit
pie to know the
stock market crashed
on Tuesday, Oct. 29,

1929.
But for Everett
Evans, this canyon in
history called the
Great Depression is
not about dates and
economic figures it is about empathy
and hard work. And
his wisdom, gained
in part from his time
at Harding, is still
relevant in the
booming economy of
1999: "Do right. In
all occasions - good
and bad, if it costs
you - do right."
An attempt to do
right is what brought
the Mansfield, Ark.,
native to Harding
College in Morrilton.
Smart and talented,
Evans had a full
scholarship to a state
university. But his interest in Harding was
piqued after his
church hosted President Armstrong at a
gospel meeting. He
was hooked after one

visit to campus. "I
liked everything
from the very first,"
he says enthusiastically. "The interest
everyone showed in
other people struck
me the most. It was

something I just hadn't seen before."
So he registered
for classes in 1926.
Evans wrote for the
Petit jean, and Mrs.
Armstrong coerced
him onto the theatrical stage. He also enjoyed preaching
whenever he could.
But even this
sunny setting was not
unclouded by the recession. Teachers'
salaries at the infant
school were often unavailable. Evans recalls the way his professors survived by
leaning on each other
- the surest means
of survival during
these difficult times.

media services for TCBY Systems
Inc. He and his wife, the former
Julie Graham (BBA'84), have three
sons. (5413 Westview Drive, N.
Little Rock, AR 72116)

'81

Sheila Fancher Barnes (BA)
is a teacher at Lefors ISO. She and
her husband, Bobby, have three
children. (P.O. Box 45, Lefors, TX
79054-0045)

"It was the way
that people actually
lived there, the overall picture that struck
me," recalls Evans,
citing Sears and
Armstrong as examples. "They were just
super in the attitudes
they had." Their
contagious attitudes
made Evans' time at
Harding a blessing.
He even met a girl
his senior year. "I
thought very much
of her," Evans says,
adding with irony, "I
even married her a
few years later."
But Evans soon
learned that the history teaching certificate he earned in
1930 would afford
him only an unlivable
$15 a month. "I
couldn't do that," he
remembers. "This
was the heart of the
Depression."
Evans hitchhiked
to California, then
when work ran out
he went back to
Mansfield to spend
the darkest hours of
the Depression with
his family. He
preached occasion-

husband, Wesley, have three children. (Route 2, Box 94, Gosport,
IN 47433)

'82

Jim Bell (BBA) is an area
manager for Denver Surety Department with SAFECO Insurance
Co. He and his wife, Debbie, have
two children. (8856 W Prentice
Ave., Littleton, CO 80123)

Sharon Powell Tucker is a hornemaker. She and her husband, Martin, have three children. ( 1414
Lighthouse Lane, Allen, TX 75013)

Allen Hunt (BBA), a graduate student at Louisiana State University,
will be an assistant professor of
accounting at the University of
Memphis this fall. (3450 Nicholson Drive, #2042, Baton Rouge,
LA 70802)

Dwane Tankersley (BA) is assistant
vice president with CNA Health
Partners. His wife, the former
Vickie Maynard (BA'83), is a
teacher at Central Arkansas Christian Schools. They have three children. (158 Hibiscus Drive,
Maumelle, AR 72113)

Brad Watson (BA) is director of

Debra Keller McHenry and her

'83 Susan Madock-Hetzel is a
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ally for whatever the
church had to give,
earning enough to
buy groceries.
When he finally
secured a good job in
California, Evans'
letters to his girlfriend "got serious."
The two were married in July of 1941
for 32 years until her
death in 1975. Evans
moved back to Arkansas during his two
children's high school
and college years to
see them graduate
from Harding.
He has since remarried and retired
(1612 Packard Drive,
Grass Valley, CA
95945) after preaching full-time for
more than 60 years.
Evans sometimes
has trouble remembering the trivia of
his early years. But
the character lessons
are those he does not
forget: be willing to
work, and be of service to others, he says
emphatically. "There
are always people in
need; give them
something." IHI

-judie Kinonen

Zachary Van Tassel (BBA) has
been premo red m senior informarion technology archirect with
Amcrical1 Elecnic Power. He and
his wife, the former Kim Wilkinson (BA'84), have two children.
(2277 Mecca Road, Columbus,
OH 43224)

'84 Patti Holloway McCoy

(BA) is a homemaker. She and her
husband, Randy, have three sons.
(7319 Sheffingdell Drive, Charlotte, NC 28226)
Jacqueline
Northcut (BBA),
a partner in the
audit practice of
Arthur Andersen
of Houston, is a
member of the
Texas Society of
Certified Public Accountants. (2905
Virginia, Houston, TX 77098)

'8 5 Jill Shipman Valentine (BA)
is a teacher at Westgate Christian
School. She and her husband, Scott
(BA'87), have two children. (3216
Springdale, Dothan, AL 36303)

'86

Robert Bain Jr. (BS) is a
physician with Anniston Radio!ogy. He and his wife, Kimberly,
have two children. (4902 Laurel
Trace N., Anniston, AL 36207)
Lyn Dowdy (BBA) is an inforrnacion technology management analyst with Ceridian Tax Service. (3
Alta Vista, Foothill Ranch, CA
92610)

'87

Zane Daggett (BS) is vice
president of sales and marketing at
Hitachi Cable Manchester Inc. He
and his wife, the former Kim Bice
(BA), have two children. (47 Autumn Run, Hooksett, NH 03106)
Ron Miller (BA) works for the
City of Houston. His wife, the former Melanie Mathis (BA'86),
teaches 11th grade and advanced
placement English at Bellville ISO.
They have three children. (Route
1, Box 212, Hockley, TX 77447)

school psychologist at Spencerport
Central School District. She is
working on her Ph.D. in counseling psychology from Texas A&M
University. (51 Cedar Terrace,
Hilton, NY 14468)

Randy Reynolds (BBA) is a senior
systems analyst for the University
of South Alabama. His wife, the
former Sandra Alphin ('84), is a
homemaker. (10297 Belgrave Ave.,
Daphne, AL 36526)

David Payne (BA) is a deputy
sheriff with Palm Beach County
Sheriff's Office. He and his wife,
Cathryn, have four children.
(17883 Prado Blvd., Loxahatchee,
FL 33470)

Mark Waters (BA) is vice president
and creative director for Teammates 2000 l"nc. He= and h.is wife,
Rebecca, have a son. (2002 1 W
I I h Road, Gainesville, FL 32605)

Mari McMinn Pierce (BA) is a
first-grade reacher ar j acksonville
Elementary; he and her husband,
Rick have two children. (122 1
Kierre Loop, N. Little Rock, AR
72116)

played attorney. (2200 Melissa
Drive, Palestine, TX 75801)

'8 9

Lance Bailey (BA) was promated to captain on the SAAB 340
with Northwest Airlink. (9151
Moss Point Drive, Southhaven,
MS 38671)
David Dwyer II (BBA) is a senior
programmer/analyst with Advanced Receivables Strategies. (P.O.
Box 129, Madison, TN 37116)
Carl Collins (BBA) is an auto
claim process specialist with Ailstate. He and his wife, the former
Melinda Bray (BBA), have two
daughters. (820 Charlton Road,
Edmond, OK 73003-6616)
Lenore Oelze Drollinger (BBA) is
an audit manager with Kueckelhan
Crutcher & Co., CPA. She and her
husband, Shane (BA'90), have two
sons. (407 N. 182nd Court, Shoreline, WA 98133)
Christy Cox Garner (AA) is a
homemaker and student at the
University of North Alabama. She
and her husband, Phil, have a son.
(2206 County Road 158, Florence,
AL 35633)

'90 Aven Humphreys (BA) is a
meetings and special projects manager with Walker Management
Group Inc. (249 Glenstone Circle,
Brentwood, TN 37027)
Angela Haley Lewis (BA) has been
elected vice president for the Lookout Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America. She is the
director of public relations and developrnent for Hamilton County
Schools. (713 Ashbrook Drive,
Hixson, TN 37343)
Rusty McAlister (BBA) is an investment representative with Edward Jones Investments. He and
his wife, the former Leanne Baker
(BME), have four children. (1 009
Diamond Brook Drive, Richmond,
KY 40475)
David Thomas (BA) is director of
facility management with Charter
Brentwood. He and his wife, the
former Michelle Harvey ('93),
have a son. (10200 Los Altos
Drive, Shreveport, LA 71115)

'91 Ben Franklin (BA) is a

'88 Vicki Hanse n Day is a

quality engineer for Midway Products, Hudson Industries Plant. He
is also an adjunct professor of cornpurer science acTri, tate Univer ity.
He and hi wife, the former Melody
Hood, have two children. (312
Southwest St., Angola, IN 46703)

ula,

Michele Magnaghi is a self-employed copy editor. (8809 S. Pointe
Parkway E., #2176, Phoenix, AZ
85044)

hcJmcrnakcr and consul tam with
Mu l"rieta Police epanmcor. She
· nd hc:r husband, James, have a
son. (420T Roanoake r., Temec-

A 92591)

Philip Fletcher (BBA) is a self-em-

financial advisor with Robert W
Baird. He also serves as vice chairman on the board of directors of
St. Paul Academy of Finance. He
and his wife, Krista, have a son.
(1096 Chatsworth St., St. Paul,
MN 55103-1006)
John Gaessler is a business analyst
for International Diverse Foods.
His wife, the former Annette
Sproule (BA'91), is a contracting
officer with Alvin C. York VA
Medical Center. (155 Dalton Cirde, Rockvale, TN 37153)
Clarence Lindon Hulse (BS), business development manager for
Pinellas County's Department of
Economic Development, received
the Economic Development Award
from the National Forum for Black
Public Administrators. In October
1998, Lindon was appointed to
Florida's Intemational Trade and
Economic Development Board.
He and his wife, the former Gina
Welds ('94), have one child. (2311
Mary Sue St., Largo, FL 33774)
David Miller is a Learjet captain
with Eagle Aviation. His wife, the
former Lisa Shappard (BSN'91), is
a relief clinical supervisor with Lexington Medical Center. They have
a daughter. (100 Willow Forksway,
Lexington, SC 29073)
Lori Wright (BBA) is senior financia! analyst in asset/liability planning with First Tennessee Bank.
(2777 Kate Bond Road, Memphis,
TN 38133)

'93

Jason Atkins (BBA) is an investment analyst with Water Street
Capital. He and his wife, the former
Shannon Miller (BA'93), have a
daughter. (1137 Salt Creek Drive,
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082)
Vicki Barnes is an accounts payable office manager with Harrington Industrial Plastics Inc. (1500
Alta Street, Redlands, CA 92374)
Rich Reaves (BA) is the youth
minister at Woodrnont Hills
Church of Christ. He and his wife,
the former Leigh Brooks (BA),
have a daughter. (8170 Coley
Davis Road, Nashville, TN 37931)

'94

working with the Peace Corps. He
and his wife, Charlise, have a son.
(P.O. Box 13698, Little Rock, AR
72231)
Pete Kosko (BBA) is a comptroller
with the U.S. Army. (209 Oak Trail,
Apt. D, Harker Heights, TX 76548)
Todd Patten (BA) is therapeutic
group homes unit director with the
Children's Horne of Lubbock.
(4317 45th, Lubbock, TX 79413)

'96

Nolan Atkins (BA) is an associate producer with Automotive
Satellite Television Network/Primedia Workplace League. (5341
Rutland, Fort Worth, TX 76133)
Laura Bartlett (BSN) is doing rnission work in Mbale, Uganda. She
is involved in community health
and women's ministry. (Box 99,
Mbale, Uganda, East Mrica)
Tamara Bledsoe (BA) is a fifthgrade teacher at David Lipscomb
Middle School. (11 07A Belvidere
Drive, Nashville, TN 37204)
Michael L. Ferris (BA) is a behavioral health clinician specializing in
addictio.ns with Community Hospitals oflndianapolis. His wife, the
former Tami Morris (BA), is a
fifth-grade teacher at Indianapolis
Christian School. (2603 B Plaza
Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46268)
Jennifer Schultheisz Fye (BA)
teaches fourth through sixth grade
at East Elementary in Windham,
Ohio. (609 Ridge, #319, Newton
Falls, OH 44444)
Oscar Garcia (BS) is a database adrninistrator with Ministerio de Educacion. (16 Ave. 26-39, Zona 6,
Proyecto 4-3, Guatemala)
Shelly Davis George (BA) is alicensed assistant speech-language
pathologist and is attending graduate school at the University of
North Texas. (5050 Haverwood
#524, Dallas, TX 75287)
Regina Huddleston (BA) is a
polysornnographer in the sleep disorders clinic at Baptist Medical
Center. (500 Napa Valley Drive,
#534, Little Rock, AR 72211)

Jarrod Calloway (BA) is a
psychotherapist in Memphis. He is
married to Martha. (1894 Wall
Street, #2, Memphis, TN 38134)

Erron Huey (BA) is a graduate research assistant at Oklahoma State
University. (219 N. Husband, Stillwater, OK 74075)

Caren Millspaugh Holaday (BSN)
is a sales representative for OrthoMcNeil Pharmaceutical. Her husband, Daren (BBA), is in sales
with Watson Laboratories. (3733
Fawn Drive, Marion, IL 62959)

Andy Johnson (BBA) is a senior
consultant for mergers and acquisitions with PricewaterhouseCoopers
LLP. (837 W Wolfram, #408,
Chicago, IL 60657)

Jamie Martin (BA) is a copy editor
with Ibbotson Associates. (3816 N.
Oakley, #2, Chicago, IL 60618)

'92 Andrew Craven (BBA) is a '95 Bart Davenport (BS) is

Rebekah Long (BA) is a kindergarten teacher with Brentwood
Christian School. (1720 Wells
Branch Parkway, #6210, Austin,
TX78728)
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Michelle Marcum (BA) is a physical education teacher at Brentwood
Christian School. (1720 Wells
Branch Parkway, #621 0, Austin,
TX 78758)
Bobby Pennington (BS) wa
elected president of Urban Mrulagemenr Profes~ionals of Sou~h
East TelGIS. He IS employed w1ch
the Ciry of Deer 'Park. (2702 W.
Bay Area. Blvd., #·4209, Webster,
TX 77598)
Gregory Waide (BA) is a family .
support specialist with the U.S. Air
Force. His wife, the former Jennifer Bull (BBA), is a secretary
with First National Bank of Anchorage. (9070 Ashley Circle, Anchorage, AK 99502)
David Waller (BBA) is a trader
with Fidelity Investments. He is
married to the former Rebecca
Lisle (BA). (4121 Stone Hollow
Way, Euless, TX 76040)
Scott Waters (BBA) is an account
executive with Cellstar LTD. (512
W. Lovers Lane, Arlington, TX
76010)

'97

Jason Burr (BA) is owner
aud operator of Jason Burr Photography. (#1 Cliffwood Circle, N.
iule Rock, AR 72118)
Cam Emerick is a graphic artist
with JM Associates. (P.O. Box 372,
Searcy, AR 72145)
Chad Griffin (BBA) is a pacing
clinical specialist with Medrronic.
(1412-B Agawela, Knoxville, TN
37919)
Joe Hinton (BS)
is an interactive
specialist with
Stone & Ward in
Little Rock, Ark.
(606 E. Center,
Searcy, AR
72143)
Brian Hite is an assistant manager
at Shelby Marine. He and his wife,
the former Merilynn Maple ('94),
have three children. (3191 Joslyn
St., Memphis, TN 38128)
Kim Little (BA) is an English
teacher and soccer coach at Marshall County High School. (341 S.
Ellington Parkway, A201, Lewisburg, TN 37091)
Karen Railey Ruiz (BA) is a second-grade teacher. (4603 Cypresswood, #T16, Spring, TX 77379)
Marti Elliott Tucker (BBA) is an
account executive/ consultant at
Citadel Communications Corp.
(541-B 2nd Ave., Conway, AR
72032)

'98 B.J. Askey graduated from
the St. Philip's College Vocational
Nursing Program. (P.O. Box

20
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312284, New Braunfels, TX 78131)

Blytheville, AR 72315)

Brian Blake (BBA) is a quality assurance analyst with Acxiom Corp.
His wife, the former Sarah Doran
(BA'97), received her master's in
information science from the University ofTennessee in 1998. (1415
College Ave., Conway, AR 72032)

Wendi Wagner (BS) is working as
a missionary teaching women's
health and ministry in rural areas
ofMbale, Uganda. (Box 2108,
Mbale, Uganda, East Africa)

Marc Childress (BS), second lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force, is a
medical student with the Uniformed Services University of the
Health Sciences. His wife, the former Jennifer Walters (B ), is a
pharmacy srude.nr ar the University
ofMaryland at Baltimore. (9030 H.
reb bing Way, Laurel, MD 20723)

Dec. 26, 1998. Lisa is a secondgrade teacher. (1 065 E. Carson St.,
Apt. D, Long Beach, CA 90807)

is a software design engineer with
Microsoft. (17420 Mountain View
Road NE, Duvall, WA 98019)

1998. Joel is the marketing director for Sterling Internet. (331 Levenseller Road, Holden, ME 04429)

Kathryn Elizabeth, Dec. 2, 1998.
(6724 Flamewood Drive, Arlington, TX 76001)

Susan Parks (BS'96) to Michael
Flowers, Jan. 2. (6800 N. Summershade Circle, Apt. F, Peoria, IL
61615)

To Gerald (BA'98) and Sharon
Douglass (BA'98) Powell, a son,
Caleb Douglass, June 23, 1998.
(1011 Ross, Lufkin, TX 75901)

To Clint (BBA'93) and Briley
Smith (BA'97) Davis, a son, Easton Lee, Nov. 8, 1998. (Box 243,
Jinja, Uganda, East Africa)

Sandy Simpson (BA'66) to Darrell
Edwards, Jan. 17. (31842 Lynton
Lane, Solon, OH 44139)

To Scott and Stacy English
(BA'94) Darby, a daughter, Madelynn Grace, July 4, 1998. (104 Indian Trail, Searcy, AR 72143)

To Mike (BS'87) and Suzanne
Brossette (AA'SS) Smith, a son,
Sean Michael, Nov. 21, 1998. Mike
is an assistant principal. (15623
Old Ridge, Houston, TX 77084)

To Tim and Amy Henderson
(BA'96) Riddle, a daughter,
Christina Amber Lynn, Dec. 5,
1998. (P.O. Box 2479, Grand
Junction, CO 81502)

Marriages

David J. Perry (BBA'91) to Shelly
Lukowicz, March 6, 1998. (3212
Legend Drive, McKinney, TX
75070)
Steven Griffin (BBA'91) to Wendy
Swanson, May 6, 1998. (48 Norma
Drive, Birmingham, AL 35213)

Kevin Cox (BA) is a financial consultant with Northwestern Mutual.
(31 Clay St., Norwalk, CT 06854)

Valorie Bunner (BA'96) to Jeremy
Baker, May 30, 1998. Valorie is a .
video news edi.tor v,1i th WAVY-TV
10 (NBC). (624-Lakc Kilby Road,
Suffolk, VA 23434)

Wendy Gooch (BBA) is a legal
assistant with Arnold and Porter
Law Firm. (6188 Edsall Road,
#157, Alexandria, VA 22304)

John Weibel Jr. (BBA'93) to Regina
Carlson, June 6, 1998. (33451
Bodie Court, Yucaipa, CA 92399)

Brandon Harp (BBA) is a personal
banker at First American National
Bank. (913 Mountain Valley
Drive, Nashville, TN 37209)

Jennifer Meek (BA'93) to Scott
Waller, June 20, 1998. Jennifer is a
third-grade teacher with Greater
Atlanta Christian. (908 Cedar Falls
Court, Lilburn, GA 30047)

Paul Johnson (BFA) is an associate
designer with
Stone & Ward.
He is married to
the former Amy
Cash (BSW).
(70 1 E. Market,
#15, Searcy, AR
72143)
Ken Mayer (BBA) is dire.cror of
sales and marketing with Fmuremax fnc. (7346 Pa rk Ridge Road
Blvd., #27 1, Irving, TX 75063)
Beth Meeks (BBA) is a staff accountant with Ernst and Young
LLP. (429 Guilford College Road,
Apt. Q, Greensboro, NC 27409)
lisha l emming Paschall (B ) is a
hair/makeup designer and assistant
cosrume designer and s=rress
with the Uojversiry of the outh
theater department. (P.O. Box 265
ewance, 1 37375)
Todd Rabalais (BMin) is the minister at Lakin Church of Christ.
(P.O. Box 226, Lakin, KS 67860)
Angela Randolph Richardson is a
student at Texas Tech University
working on her master's of science
in accounting; she also works as a
bookkeeper for a dentisr. he and
her husbwd Jason, have a son .
(1602 Bangor, Lubbock, T.X 79413)
Brandon Smith (BBA) is a sales
consultant with Medical Doctor
Association. (1429 Noel Drive, Atlanta, GA 30319)
Jean Tilson (BA) is a county extension agent with the University of
Arkansas. (100 W. Davis, #4,

Michael Oelze (BS'94) to Stephanie Neff (BA'95), Jan. 23. Michael
is a doctoral student in physics at
the University of Mississippi, and
Stephanie is a spce~- languag~
pathologist at Bapast Memonal
Hospital. ( 1903 Anderson Road,
E-2, Oxford, MS 8655)

Ronnie Ducharme (BBA'97) to
Laura Hale ('98), July 18, 1998.
Ronnie is a course manager for
EDS. (302 Vernon Traylor Drive,
Smyrna, TN 37167)
Shane Helm (BA'96) to Ashley
Papendorf, Aug. 1, 1998. Shane is
a graphic designer for ESPN. (500
Napa Valley Drive, Little Rock, AR
72211)
Beth Murph ree (B '85) to
Michael Casey; Aug. 29, 1998.
(5200 Meadowcreek. #2077, Dallas, TX 75248)
Jamie Hall ('97) to Virgil Vaduva,
Sept. 26, 1998. (P.O. Box 111,
Cedarville, OH 45314)
Jessie Williams (BBA'88) tO Mark
O'Brien, Oct. 10, 1998. (5834
Monticello Ave., Dallas, TX 75206)
Jackie Mendez (BBA'90) to David
Campos, Nov. 7, 1998. Jackie is an
assistant manager at Citibank.
(P.O. Box 1339, Balboa-Ancon,
Republic of Pwama)
David Rampey (BB~98) ro Angela
Harringro• , ov. 14, 1998.
{U743 Meadow C reek Lane,
# 106, Pineville,
28 134)
Theresa Sechler (BBA'85) to Bentley Brooks, Nov. 21, 1998. (14100
Montfort, #2214, Dallas, TX
75240)
Jennie immons (BA'95) to Tommy
Coy, Dec. 18, 1998. (41 24 Sugar
Maple, Lircle Rock AR 72212)
Lisa Ashley (BA'96) to Jeff Sawada,

Brian Leonard (BBA'96) to Wendy
Shackleford (BS '97), April 3.
Brian is . sales representative for
Prime .EquipmCJlt, and Wendy is a
nurse at Tampa Chi.ldrcn's Hospital. (5414 Decrbrookc Creek Circle, #21, Tampa Fl33624)
Jenny Randolph (BS' 93) to Wal~er
Aiken J r., April 10. Jenny works Jn
marketing at amrn Corp. (58
Banwdl Park, Fmnklin, T 37069)
Ronnie Biggs (BA'94) to Sean
Bradley, April16. (3076 Jean,
Memphis, TN 38118)
Ruth Anderson (BA'89) to John
Alderson, March 4. (1190 Highway
50E, Centerville, TN 37033)

Births
To Steve and Janice Petty ('SO) Love,
a son, Elijah, Feb. 28, 1998. (Route
4, Box 4800, Cassville, MO 65625)
To Todd (BBA'90) and Leah
Reaves ('92) Hart, a son, Alexander Truman, March 12, 1998.
Todd was promoted to executive
vice president of Flake and Kelley.
(46 Park Ridge Drive, Maumelle,
AR 72113)
To Lance and MoLUe D aniel
(BA'85) Teachworth, a son. Da niel
James, March 17, 1998. (1109
Loudon Sr., Superior, E 68978)
To Jimmy (BBA'90) and Sheila
McFall (BA'91) Pike, twins, Lauren Marie and James Landon, April
8, 1998. (232 Delta Drive, Marion, AR 72364)
To Jorge and Silvia Bulne~ (BBA
'94) Quiroa, n son, Geo rdie Josoe,
May 6, 1998. (4 a. call<: 42-14 Z.
F, Lomas del Rodea, Guatemala)
To Clay ('93) and Rebecca Gross
(BSN'93) Hite, a son, Ross, May
26, 1998. (2415 Cattail, Searcy,
AR 72143)
To Brian (BS'94) and Drea
Howard (BA'94) Jones, a daughter,
Rachael Marie, June 5, 1998. Brian

To Ben and Allison Lambert
(BA'93) Coxwell, a son, Caleb
Benjamin, July 9, 1998. (403 W
Satsuma Ave., Foley, AL 36535)
To Chris (BBA'90) and Julie
Mitchell (BSN'89) Wolfe, a son,
Luke Christopher, July 23, 1998.
(100 Mark Lane, Searcy, AR 72143)
To Jason (BS'91) and Sandy Lamp
(BA'91) Vogel, a son, Garrett Addison, Aug. 2, 1998. (1110 W
Nursery Road, Rogers, AR 72758)
To Keith (BBA'94) and Jenny Cole
(BBA'93) Hawes, a son, Zachary
Cole, Aug. 10, 1998. Keith is a
client services manager for Chase
Bank. (1 0003 Spotted Horse
Drive, Houston, TX 77064)
To Jeff and Shelley Donohue
(BA'SS) McCarty, a son, Seth Taylor, Aug. 12, 1998. (108 El Colina,
Weatherford, TX 76086)
To Kevin and Susan Coleman
(BS'86) Colvin, a daughter,
Katherine, Aug. 23, 1998. (12642
Fuller Court, Fishers, IN 46038)
To David (BS'83) and Robyn Hill,
a daughter, Elizabeth Michala,
Sept. 8, 1998. (1239 Dahlia Lane,
Frederick, MD 21703)
To Rick and Vicki Jackson (BBA
'95) Spelce, a son, Nicolas Wayne,
Sept. 19, 1998. Vicki is a grants
coordinator with First Texas Council of Camp Fire Inc. (4642 Sausalito Drive, Arlington, TX 76016)
To Rochelle Leckliter (BA'68), a
daughter, Jenna Le, Oct. 7, by
adoption. Jenna Le was born Aug.
13, 1998. (1917 SE 60th Ave.,
Hillsboro, OR 97123)
To Ryan wd Kelly Scott (BBA'91)
Christian, a daughter, Madison
Abigail, Oct. 13, 1998. Kelly is the
year 2000 project manager for
Burlington Northern Santa Fe
Railway. (7121 Isle Royale Drive,
Fort Worth, TX 76137)
To Adam and Mary Maran (BSN
'96) Johnson, a son, Connor Maurice, Oct. 13, 1998. Mary is an
lCU nurse. (2104 St. Helens Ave.,
Bakersfield, CA 93304)
To joel (BA'91) and Elizabeth
Grass (BBA'92) Crwford, a
daughter, Lydia Beth, Oct. 31,

To Grant (BA'93) and Kris Collins
(BA'93) Brower, a son, Jack
Collins, Dec. 2, 1998. Grant is a
claims representative for State
Farm Insurance. (365 Flourville
Road, Gray, TN 37615)
To Sean and Ailisha Alderson
(BA'92) McFarland, a daughter,

To Scott ('91) and Kathy Joynes
(BBA'89) Crawford, a daughter,
Candace, Dec. 7, 1998. (420 Esplanade Drive, Birmingham, AL
35206)
To Mitchell and Sharon Grady
('86) Goetz, a son, Trevor Michael,
Dec. 18, 1998. (13713 Katherine
Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70815)
To Greg (BBA'87) and Cindy
Robinson (BBA'86) Barry, a
daughter, Erin Danielle, Dec. 26,

1998. (1613 Country Squire,
Cedar Park, TX 78613)
To John (BFA'91) and Stephanie
Sandberg (BS'91) Mallicote, a son,
Zane Thomas, Jan. 6. John is a
firefighter/EMT, and Stephanie is
an administrator with Procter and
Gamble. (2756 Holmes Drive,
Fayetteville, AR 72703)
To Bobby (BA'95) and Chanda
Caffey (BA'95) Morse, a daughter,
Hannah Marie, Jan. 7. Bobby
teaches physical education at Lipscomb Campus Schools, and
Chanda is a high school science
teacher at Nashville Christian
School. (591 Whispering Hills
Drive, Nashville, TN 37211)
To Wade and Lezlie Outlaw (BSN
'95) Wright, a son, Lewis Randall,

Two-step giving
by R0 W A N M C l E0 D , director of planned gifts

D

ID YOU KNOW you can arrange a gift to

Harding University now, but defer
completion of the gift until later? For
example, when you include Harding in your
will, you make a two-step, or "deferred" gift.
The first step occurs when you create your
will or Living Revocable Trust. Here, you
name Harding to receive a future bequest
from your estate. The second step takes place
when your will/trust "matures" and Harding
receives the bequest.
Other two-step gifts occur when you name
Harding as a beneficiary in a life insurance
policy or when you designate Harding to receive what's left in your retirement fund.
These two-step gifts have one important
thing in common: they can be canceled, or revoked, prior to completion. For example, a
person can always write a new will/trust or
change the beneficiary designation on a policy
or brokerage account. Because these deferred
gifts can be reversed, they are called "revocable" gifts.
Because they are incomplete, these gifts
appeal to those who may not want to lock up
a major gift at this time. They provide donors
with the satisfaction that a gift plan is in place,
while adding the assurance that the asset can
be retrieved should an emergency occur. The
down side is that revocable gifts do not qualifY
for a charitable income tax deduction.
Such is not the case with "irrevocable" deferred gifts. Once initiated, these two-step
gifts cannot be undone. Consequently, the
IRS does allow a charitable income tax deduction in the year the gift is made.
An example of an irrevocable deferred gift

is the charitable gift annuity. Suppose Mr. and
Mrs. Armstrong give $25,000 to Harding for
a gift annuity. Every year for the rest of their
lives, they will receive a set amount from
Harding, paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. Since our policy forbids us
from using any part of the gift upon receipt,
the entire amount is set aside in a reserve
fund. Only when the annuitant dies are the
funds available for our use.
There are other irrevocable deferred gifts as
well, such as charitable remainder trusts.
Though these gift arrangements differ in various respects, they all provide tax, as well as
other, benefits to the donor.
We must focus on the future. By making a
two-step gift, you can have the satisfaction of
knowing you will help provide a Christian education to the students of Harding long into the
future. May God bless you in your planning.
If you have already provided for a bequest
in your estate plan for Harding, we thank
you. It is always encouraging when we know
that individuals have included Harding in
their plans. Therefore, if you feel comfortable
with sharing that bequest with us it would be
greatly appreciated.
You may send any details about your twostep gift to Harding to the address below. The
information you send will be kept confidential.
To learn about Harding's "two-step" giving
program - revocable and irrevocable - you
may contact us at Harding University, Box
12238, Searcy, AR 72149-0001; phone 800-

477-4312. IH1
This arricle is intended for educational purposes only. For specific and aurhorirative applications, please consulr wirh your qualified professional adviser(s).
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Jan. 7. (P.O. Box 672, Canyon
City, OR 97820)
To Grant and Brenda Haas
(BSN'83) Wilkerson, a son, Jacob
Carl, Jan. 11. (22154 Northfield
Drive, Morton, IL 61550)
To John (BFA'94) and Amy Mittlestat (BS'93) Parish, a daughter,
Madeline Marie, Jan. 12. (1240
GLrard Blvd. NE, #A, Albuquerque,
NM 87106)
To Brian and Alicia Fowler
(BBA'93) Wiedower, a son, Bryce
Garrison, Jan. 13. (930 Rio
Grande Road, Conway, AR 72032)
To Jose and Sandra Espinosa
(BBA'93) Martinez, a daughter,
Tatiana Marie, Jan. 19. Sandra is a
project analyst for Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Florida. (1006 S.W 118
Court, Miami, FL 33184)
To Alan (BA'94) and Lori Morris
(BA'95) Underwood, a daughter,
Kayley Marie, Jan. 19. (P.O. Box
82, Palestine, AR 72372)
To David (BBA'90) and Annette
Freeman, a son, Jake Lee, Jan. 20.
(2009 Cedar Wood Cove, Bryant,
AR 72022)
To Adrian (BBA'87) and Susan
Adkins (BS'88) Knight, a daughter, Emily Rose, Jan. 20. (67 Long

Island View, Milford, CT 06460)

AR 72211)

To Victor and Diana Ung
(BBA'94) Chung, a son, Daniel
Eduardo, Jan. 23. (P.O. Box 66252, ElDorado, Panama, Republie of Panama)

To Brad (BBA'87) and Jill Morris
('90) Horton, a daughter, Jenna
Vi toria, Feb. 24. (.12926 Crystal
alley, LLrde Rock, AR 72210)

To Eddie (BA'85) and Paula
Shields, a son, Carter Joseph, Jan.
29. (12701 Misty Creek Drive,
Little Rock, AR 72211)

To Lee (BA'92) and Ashley Cosby
(BA'92) Fowlkes, a daughter, Jaycie
Ann l!arch I. ( 1493 Morehead
Road, Bowling Green, KY 42101)

To Jeff (MAR'92) and Teena
Bryson, a son, Roman Benjamen
Scott, Feb. 9. (923 Chestnut
Street, Kenova, WV 25530)

To Randy ('96) and Kymm Hudson (BBA'95) Alexander, twins,
Ashlyn Ryne Angela and Randall
Kade, March 4. (277 County Road
1077, Mountain Home, AR 72653)

To Anthony and Tarni Brown
(BA'92) Myers, a daughter, Allie
Rachel, Feb. 9. (170 Beinville St.,
Jackson, TN 38305)

To Arden (BA'92) and Kari Pahal
(BA'92) Miller, a son, Paden
James, March 8. (107 Elms St.,
Crossett, AR 71635)

To Brad (BBA'90) and Martha
Hinton (BA'88) Agin, a son, Jacob
Bradley, Feb. 16. Brad is a marketing represcnracivc for May ilerchandising Co. (77 1 Top otch,
Eureka, MO 63025)

To Jack (BBA'95) and Annette
Prior (BA'95) French, a daughter,
Meghan Johanna, March 9.
(10326 W 59th Place, #1, Arvada,
co 80004)

To Bob (BA'80) and Lynn Perkins,
a daughter, Ashlin Elizabeth, Feb.
12. (8003 18th Ave. NW, Seattle,
WA 98117)
To Brian (BA'96) and Stacey
Alexander (BA'92) Cox, a daughter, Victoria Grace, Feb. 17.
(13107 Teton Drive, Little Rock,

To Jay (BME'87) and Alicia Walls, a
daughter, Adriana, March 31. (Florenee Bible School, Via A. Spandini,
Z4, 50018 Scandicci, Italy)

Deaths
Enid Coleman Alsobrook (BA' 43),
77, died Feb. 8. She was a retired
teacher. he is urvived by bcr son,
Keith, and daughter, andra windie; si rer, Fayetra Murray (BA'46);
brothers, O .M. (BA'41), Keith
(BA'45) and Neil Coleman. She
was preceded in death by her husband, William.
Glenna Grice Chandler (BA'49),
73, died Feb. 19. She was a retired
teacher. She is survived by her busband, Carl; daughter, Nancy Tue;
and son, Glenn. (3026 Overlook
Drive, Montgomery, AL 36109)

To Toby and Molly Griswold (SA
'97) Swanson, a son, Seth Ryan,
March 23. (22221 Cypresswood
Drive #408, Spring, TX 77373)

Doris Straughn Toldan (BA'51),
71, died March 21 from acute
leukemia. She is survived by a
daughter, Janice; son, Brian; and
sister, Alice Clark ('52). She was
preceded in death by her husband,
Raymond.

To John (BSW'85) and Kelly Landers ('83) Baker, triplets, Samantha Grace, Evan Samuel and Ethan
Neill, March 30. (225 Windsor
Drive, Fayetteville, GA 30215)

Dee Minton Green (BA'48), 86,
died April 7. He is survived by his
wife, Annabel, and a daughter,
Carol Rusk ('82). (1204 E. Market, Searcy, AR 72143)

EVENTS
JULY
25-30 Governor's Youth Conference, American Studies
30
31

Institute; (501) 279-4497
Graduation exercises, School of Biblical Studies;
(50 1) 279-4296
Summer graduation exercises, Main Campus, 10
a.m., Benson Auditorium

AUGUST
5-8 Searcy Summer Dinner Theater, "The Odd
15-18
19-21
19-23
23
24
24

Couple"; (501) 279-4445
Tahkodah Music Camp; (501) 279-4343
Band Camp; (501) 279-4343
Student Impact, new student orientation;
(501) 279-4106
FaU classes begin, raduare chooJ ofReligion,
Memphis; (901) 761-1353
Pall classes begin, Main Campus; (50 l ) 279-4403
Fall classes begin, School ofBiblical tudies;
(501) 279-4290

17-18
26-29

OCTOBER
10-16 Elderhostel, Office of Alumni Relations;
(501) 279-4276

21-23 Homecoming, Office of Alumni Relations;
(501) 279-4276

22-23 President's Council Meeting, Advancement Office;
(501) 279-4312

24-29 Seniors College, Office of Alumni Relations;
(501) 279-4266

NOVEMBER
9 Leland R. Kaiser, Ph.D., with Kaiser & Associates

SEPTEMBER
7 Asa Hutchinson, Arkansas representative; American

24

Studies Institute Distinguished Lecturer, 7:30p.m.,
Benson Auditorium; (501) 279-4497
Family Weekend, Office of Alumni Relations; (501)
279-4276
76th Annual Bible Lectureship: "Understanding the
Times," Main Campus, Institute for Church and
Family; (501) 279-4660

21-27

in Brighton, Colo.; American Studies Institute Distinguished Lecturer, 7:30p.m., Benson Auditorium;
(501) 279-4497
Thanksgiving recess

FROMTHE PAST
The first distinguished teachers explain success in a career marked by contrast

I

honor," he says.
Dr. Ryan, professor of communication,
enthusiastically agrees, noting that the
award was originally intended for just three
recipients, bur he and his wife were both
honored because their overall scores were
so close. "It was thrilling," he says, chuckling a little. "They told us we were only a
point or two off. We still tease each other
about who got in on whose coattails."
Ann Sewell, wife of the late Dr. Sewell
who was a professor of education, smiles
broadly as she remembers leaning over to
her husband before the announcement of
winners and whispering, "'I'll cry if you
win, and I'll cry if you don't."'
Sewell said Erma! Tucker, assistant professor of business and a former student of
Dr. Sewell, nominated him for the award.
Her reasoning is the essence of a refrain
characterizing excellent teachers:
"His classes are ...
genuine and
thoughtfully presented. He treats
the students with
dignity."
Dignity is key,
according to Mrs.
Ryan, former assistant professor of
kinesiology, who
says a good
teacher frees students to be themselves and motivates by offering
them a chance to
plug into their
personalities. She
claims success and
self-esteem come
from self-direction.
To facilitate
this type of sucIn this 1950's file photo, Dr. Ed Sewell uses one of the common teaching aids of the
cess requires
day in his education classes.
courage, according to Dr. Ryan. "As a teacher, you cannot
We learned that the value of the DTA is
be afraid of a challenging question," he
and has always been its source; those who
says, adding he guards against complacent
receive the award are those who deeply rebook lecture that assumes students have no
spect their students' opinons. "It's based on
opinions or comments. On the contrary,
evaluations by my students and my colthe truth-seeking questions are a teacher's
leagues," says Dr. Bob Gilliam, retired belifeblood,
Gilliam says. "There is absolute
havioral sciences professor. "Other than my
truth, and we should strive for it. But our
family, those are the most important conattainment is always partial." Hence, teachstituencies in my life. It was quite an

N A PROFESSION that is performance,
but must always be genuine ... in
which one is not to smile too much,
but is always to be friendly ... and that is
equally viewed as the most exhausting and
the most fulfilling profession of man ... the
word "distinguished" carries fascinating
connotations.
What is it that separates a good teacher
from others; and furthermore, what separates a "distinguished" Harding teacher
from all the good ones?
For answers, we returned to the roots of
Harding's Distinguished Teacher Award,
tracking down four teachers who received
the first DTA in 1967. We studied the
lived philosophies of Dr. Bob Gilliam, Dr.
Jack Ryan, Marjorie Ryan and the late Dr.
Ed Sewell. And true to form, we were enlightened.

ers have a lire-long "hunger for knowledge."
ill iam says he encouraged many of hi
rudencs imo the reaching profession if he
aw evid nee of that knowledge-hunger
and a pecial empathy for fellow human ."
This extra ingredient, a human connection, cercainly sers aparr our distinguished
teacher . "You can cell if a person is enrhusiascic by hi delivery," Dr. Ryan assens.
"The personaliry in front of the classroom
either motivates or bores. It either promotes interest or alienates." Tucker noted a
unique student-teacher connection in
Sewell's class: "You did not feel he was talking 'to you,' but 'with you,"' she says.
"You HAVE TO LIKE PEOPLE and like to deal
with people," Mrs. Ryan says of her current
job as a coordinating teacher for a grantfunded project preparing pre-schoolers for
kindergarten. "You have to feel sensitive to
children's needs," she adds with emphasis,
hitting on a character trait with foundations stronger than the lecture podium. A
truly good teacher cannot leave his love, his
sensitivity, at the classroom door; it is
something he lives.
Senior Vice President Floyd Daniel
noted that Dr. Sewell's best lessons came
from the life he lived. "He was a kind, patient and caring Christian man." This caring spreads to the character of students,
whose lives become the good teacher's wallet photo album.
"Have you heard of David Smith, the
cardiologist in Little Rock?" Gilliam asks
like a proud father. "He was a student of
mine." In fact, he says the Smiths have
kept in close touch over the years. "I am so
proud of him."
So maybe our oxymoronic teaching
cliches present a dear picture after all: a
good teacher performs sincerely; takes
learning seriously, but exudes warmth; and
loves his job almost as much as he loves his
students. It seems above all that a teacher
distinguishes himself by living ever-conscious of his influence, with a goal someday
to hear what Searcy physician and 197 4
alumnus Mike Justus once said of Dr.
Sewell: "We are all better people for having
had you as an instructor." IHI

-judie Kinonen
EDITOR'S NOTE: "From the Past" is our new
department that seeks to explore interesting
pieces from Harding's past- often while discovering a connection to the present.
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FINAL FRAME .

greets
recognition dinner as she receives
her
for 45 years of service from her long-time boss, Chancellor Clifton L. Ganus. Pace
is the executive secretary to Ganus. More information on the dinner is found on page 5.

